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Caity’s Journey
Caity and Mary Pat (AHK’s Physical Therapist) are hard at
work on the therapy mat in the kitchen in Naperville.
There are plenty of toys around to keep Caity focused on
the fun side of therapy, but it’s a lot of effort for this
vivacious and curious seventeen-month old. Caity can
combat crawl, sit with minimal support and is adept at
bringing her foot to her mouth - all newly acquired skills
that make the session look more like play-time than
therapy despite the hard work. Two months ago this
would have been difficult and barely tolerable for Caity.
Her transformation has been thanks in part to the
therapists at Almost Home Kids gradual and regular PT
sessions and her personalized care schedule that was
carefully created by her sub specialists at Ann & Robert H.
Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, the clinical team at
Almost Home Kids and her primary care physician.
Caity spent a great deal of her first year in and out of the
hospital, and while seeking a second opinion at Lurie
Children’s her parents learned about Almost Home Kids. It
was an epiphany for her parents who knew from the first
moment they came for a tour of Almost Home Kids in
Naperville, that this was the perfect place for Caity while
they prepared their nearby Lockport home for her return.

Caity and AHK’s Physical Therapist, Mary Pat

The close proximity has meant that mom, dad, grandma
and big brother Drew all get to visit frequently, and during
the times her family can’t be with her, Caity loves to spend
time with the volunteers and the child life specialist
reading, dancing and playing games.
The case management and social work team at Almost
Home Kids also helped to enroll the family with the Division
of Specialized Care for Children (DSCC), a partnership
between the University of Illinois at Chicago and the State
of Illinois which helps families of children with chronic
medical complexities. DSCC helps to make the transition
home safe for Caity and her family, but also for “Sally”, the
name Caity’s brother gave to her brand new ventilator! It
truly takes a village to care for a child with complex
medical needs, and we are proud to be a part of that
village for Caity.
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Our Supporters
Sharing the Care... Respite For When It’s Needed Most
by Teresa Pedroza, Mother of Danny and Gabriel, Member, AHK Naperville President’s Council
For several years now, Almost Home Kids has been a part
of many moments in my family’s life. It took a while for us
to share the care of our son with anyone outside of our
family, but it was clear from his very first stay, that AHK
was the most qualified and most caring place that I could
entrust Danny’s care to in my absence. He’s 17 years old
now, but I can still count the number of nights he has
spent away from me altogether - that’s how few they
have been.
The respite care program has allowed me to share exciting
moments with my youngest son Gabriel at far away
soccer events. A few years ago, I was blessed to travel to
Texas to celebrate my aunt’s 90th birthday with her. My
husband Carlos and I had the opportunity to travel to
Utah where he received an award from work and we
enjoyed a mini-vacation at the same time. In January of
this year, we enjoyed a jam-packed weekend of fun in
downtown Chicago where we got to enjoy each other’s
company like we hadn’t in a long time. None of these
HAPPY moments would have been possible without
Almost Home Kids.
This past Spring, my husband accepted a new position at
his company in Orlando, Florida. While the prospect of
moving to a warmer climate was extremely appealing, I

was also sad knowing that I would be leaving family and
friends behind, including our relationship with Almost
Home Kids. He moved down in April and the boys and I
stayed behind waiting for the school year to end. This was
a BITTERSWEET moment.
On May 2nd, I was driving to pick up Gabriel from school,
when the phone rang. I answered and Carlos said, in a
shaky voice, “Here, talk to the doctor.” He had gone to the
Emergency Room earlier that day for a very bad stomach
ache (remember, he’s in Florida, the boys and I are still in
Illinois). Appendicitis? Gallstones? The news was much
more severe than that. The doctor told me that a CT Scan
revealed a very suspicious mass on Carlos’ kidney and that
they were going to transfer him to another hospital for a
surgical consultation. This was a SHOCKING moment.
I knew I had to get down to Florida immediately but how?
There were so many questions, so many decisions that
needed to be made in a matter of hours. The very first
phone call I made was to Almost Home Kids. Amazingly,
they were able to accommodate Danny for an emergency
respite care visit starting the very next day. Gabriel would
be cared for by close friends. I felt like a TREMENDOUS
weight had been lifted off of our shoulders. I had never,
EVER, needed AHK as much as I needed them at that

Danny especially enjoyed art therapy with Rita at one of his recent respite stays
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Double Your Impact With
Matching Gifts
Wouldn’t it be great if each time you made a charitable
gift it was magically multiplied by 2, or even 3? It can be!
Over 65% of Fortune 500 companies offer matching gift
programs for employee charitable donations. And it’s not
just the large companies, many small to mid-size
employers are also jumping on the matching gifts
bandwagon.

The Pedroza Family pose with one of their donation drives of essential
items for the children at AHK

moment. Within 24 hours after that first phone call from
Florida, Danny was being cared for by the dedicated staff
at AHK and I was at my husband’s bedside discussing
surgical options. This was a GRATEFUL moment.
It has been almost two months since Carlos had his health
scare and I am happy to report that he is recovering well. I
had to be there with him to help make life-changing
decisions regarding his health and to support him during
this most difficult time. It would have been IMPOSSIBLE
to be there for him if Almost Home Kids was not there for
us. When you are the parent of a child like Danny, you
can’t rely on the kindness of friends and family alone in
times of crisis. It takes the specialized care offered by the
staff at Almost Home Kids to take care of children with
special medical needs in the absence of their regular
caregivers. Danny takes medication several times a day, is
fed by a feeding tube, needs to be monitored for seizures,
has to be suctioned on occasion to help clear his airway these and so many other things are part of his everyday
needs that cannot be carried out by just anyone as willing
as they may be to help. AHK has been there for families
like ours in the good times—and the bad. AHK’s respite
care program is an essential, crucial, and life changing
program in our community and has proven time and time
again to be a vital part of my family’s life. We will forever
be grateful for these FORTUNATE moments.
ACTION ALERT: Due to the state not passing a complete
budget, respite care for families like the Pedroza’s has not
been funded. Now, more than ever, Almost Home Kids
needs your support to continue to provide this critical need
for so many families. Please give as generously as you can;
visit www.AlmostHomeKids.org and click Donate or use
the envelope provided.
www.almosthomekids.org

Ask your HR department if you are unsure of whether or
not your company has a matching gift program. Almost
Home Kids is happy to work with your company and
submit the appropriate documentation for your gifts…you
just need to let them know when you make a contribution,
and we take it from there!

Dom and his father, Karl, playing the guitar together

“My wife and I take full advantage of
the matching gift program at Merrill
Lynch so our donations can have twice
the impact! While it does require some
extra steps to apply for the match,
most companies have automated the
process to make it easy and efficient.
It’s a pleasure to support Almost Home
Kids, which plays a vital role in the
healthcare system, and in the lives
of so many families, like ours, who
benefit from their services”
— Karl Maurer, Father of Dom
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Our Events
Healing Garden Dedication
Board and President’s Council Members as well as Garden
donors of $1,000 or more joined the Curran Family on May
24, 2016 for the official dedication of the Margaret M.
and Thomas M. Curran, Sr. Healing Garden at Almost Home
Kids Naperville. It was a beautiful evening celebrating the
memory and legacy of Margaret and Thomas Curran, Sr.
Guests admired the landscape and unique artistic elements
that promote healing and solace for children and families
at AHK Naperville. Due to space constraints, we were
unable to invite everyone who supported the Garden to
the Dedication ceremony; please contact Judith McLean
(jmclean@almosthomekids.org) if you and your family
would like a personal tour of the Garden.

Scott, Judy, Sophia and Ella Johnson at the fountain named in Celebration
of Euan McLean (donated by Jim English and JoAnn Crowe)

Three generations of the Curran family
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Whimsical sculptures and tribute brick pavers and plaques define
the space in the Healing Garden

Summer Soirée

Summer Soirée Committee

The Fourth time was a charm for the annual Summer
Soirée on June 16, 2016. Clear skies and cool summer
breezes welcomed guests aboard the iconic Columbia
Yacht Club for a night of blues, fun and fundraising for
the children of Almost Home Kids Chicago. In addition to
our amazing and accomplished event committee, we’d
like to give special shout-outs to WGN’s Patti Vasquez
who served as our host and kept the crowd laughing, to
DJ Morgan and the Street Jaxkson Band for top-shelf
entertainment, and to Carly Diedrich, who was awarded
our inaugural YAB Leadership Award. Masses of thanks
to CS Magazine and the Design Center at The Mart for
their sponsorship support, and to Tahany Yassin from
Chitown Photography.

Emcee Patti Vasquez (WGN Radio)
www.almosthomekids.org

Carley Diedrich, YAB Leadership Award recipient

Swoon Technology Resources volunteer group
Summer 2016    5

Our Events
Paris In Springtime
Esplanade Lakes in Downers Grove was transformed into
“Paris in Springtime” for a night on Friday, April 22, 2016.
Guests mingled over champagne cocktails to the vintage
sounds of a strolling accordionist, enjoying great company
for a great cause: the annual gala supporting Almost
Home Kids’ Naperville home.
Thanks to a bevy of new sponsors and supporters, the
event raised more than $130,000 for AHK Naperville…
our most successful suburban event to date! Event Chair

Paris in Springtime Committee

Kathy Wennerstrum and her fabulous committee created
a memorable evening including luxurious silent and live
auction, and a sublime Raffle and Wine Grab. Guests were
reminded of the true meaning of their attendance by the
inspirational words of Teresa Pedroza, who eloquently
shared her family’s experience with Respite Care at Almost
Home Kids. Get to know Teresa and her family’s journey
with Almost Home Kids on the previous page in the Our
Supporters section.

Master of Ceremonies Ben Bradley and Event Chair, Kathy Wennerstrum

Event Awardees Dr. Kathleen Ruroede, Lendlease and the Lisle-Woodridge Fire District
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AHK Young Associates Board’s “No Place Like Home”
There’s no doubt that the AHK Young Associates Board
knows how to throw a party. More than 175 young
professionals from Chicago and beyond came out for the
2nd annual “No Place Like Home” event at Studio Paris
on May 6, 2016. DJ DIOX provided the ambience, as all

enjoyed signature cocktails, fantastic apps and a diverse
assortment of raffle prizes.  Over $30,000 was raised
at this very fun event. If you are interested in learning
more about the YAB please email Hannah at
hjhevans@gmail.com.

Golf Marathon
Thank you to all our golfers that endured the extreme
temperatures at our annual Golf Marathon at the Zigfield
Troy Golf Course. 100 holes was the goal, and everyone
on the course achieved this, plus raised almost $30,000
for Almost Home Kids in the process. Mark Hoffman won

the low score prize while Marty Koehler won the prize for
most money raised with a staggering total of $8,550!!
Golf Time, Zero Friction Golf Gear and Shanahan’s all
supported the event with awesome donations to make the
day extra special for the golfers.

Committed to the Cause: 2016 Golf Marathon Participants
www.almosthomekids.org
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Our Community
National Nurses Week Annual Celebration

Sarah Tromans (member of the President’s Council) and Ann O’Riordan brought High Tea courtesy of The Drake

Each year Florence Nightingale’s birthday on May 12
marks the last day of National Nurses Week. It is a fitting
tribute to the founder of professional nursing as her work
in the mid 1800’s in England revolutionized the profession
and advanced all aspects of the occupation. Since 1896
the American Nurses Association has focused on the week
(May 6th to May 12th) as a way of highlighting the
importance of nursing and acknowledging the vital part
nursing plays in the healthcare system in the US.

“We enjoyed all the treats and special
treatment we received during Nurses
week, especially the High Tea, that
made us feel really appreciated”
— Emily Nietz, RN

Almost Home Kids is thrilled to honor that tradition and
celebrates by treating our nurses throughout the week providing them with delicious meals, dessert & appetizer
treats, musical performances, gift bags and a house-gift
at both locations. We are thankful to our donors and
neighbors to help support us in these efforts and are very
grateful to each and every one of the thoughtful people,
groups and corporations that contributed this year and in
many years previously!
Our Community Outreach Coordinator, Lisa Snow, sets a
goal each year to go that extra mile to pamper all 61 of
our clinical staff for the week, and she has a lot of help to
accomplish this! There was a delicious lunch & cake
donated by Portillo’s, sandwiches donated from the
Streeterville Potbelly, pizza & salad donated by  
Independence Plus and InTouch Solutions, High Tea lunch
from The Drake Hotel, Homemade breads from longtime
volunteer Mickey, gourmet appetizers & desserts plus a
8

Jayme Squire with Trevon and staff

very generous monetary donation for the week from the
McCallion family, delicious desserts & dinner from
Naperville National Charity League, breakfast from Lewis
University Student Nurses Association, music and singing
with the very talented Jayme Squire, Go Roma lunch from
our friends at JMG Financial, Dairy Queen ice-cream cake
from volunteer Martha’s family, our annual homemade
peach cobbler from Destinee, and last but not least ... car
washes for the nurses from our volunteer group with
Liberty Mutual! The nurse’s gift bags were filled with items

from Lurie Children’s, Illinicare, Avon, EPIC Health Services,
Cowlishaw Cares kids club, and our kind neighbors at
Woodridge Seniors Crafting for a Cause. It was a festive
week that the children enjoyed watching unfold!
We are so fortunate to have these very caring supporters
rise to the occasion when we need them most!  Kudo’s to
all involved with recognizing the efforts our clinical staff
accomplishes 24/7!

“The generosity of our volunteers is
absolutely incredible. Throughout
Nurses Week we received gifts,
lunches and lots of sweets. It truly
made all of us nurses feel so valued
and even more proud of what we do”
— Katie Matthews, RN
Intouch Solutions provided pizza and dessert

Independence Plus treats the AHK Clinical Staff to lunch and gifts
www.almosthomekids.org
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Our Community
Volunteers Of The Quarter

Gwen, Katie and Shelly McCallion

Terry Gravenhorst with staff

The volunteer program is an integral part of Almost Home
Kids - recreational, administrative and event-related
volunteering makes the difference at AHK and greatly
enhances the lives of the children we serve and our ability
to provide a unique and exceptional home-like setting.  
Each year hundreds of talented volunteers generously give
their time and talents in many different ways – reading to
the children or playing games, assisting our staff with
administrative tasks, helping with projects both inside and
outside of our facilities or supporting us by volunteering at
our various fund raisers. We would not be able to fully
achieve our mission without their commitment and
dedication. Each quarter we recognize a Volunteer who has
gone above and beyond in their volunteer role.

for the families, children and staff at AHK. Her baking skills
are extraordinary for a 15 year old as well as her compassion
to support Almost Home Kids. Shelly has also signed up to
become a Recreational volunteer with our children and both
girls have volunteered to regularly water the flowers in the
Naperville garden all summer long.
To top it all off, Katie and Shelly’s mom Gwen graciously
offered to underwrite the cost of treats and meals for
National Nurses Week so that our clinical staff could feel
appreciated! We are very blessed to have this thoughtful
family supporting AHK and we are happy to recognize the
McCallion family as our Naperville Volunteers of the Quarter!

Katie as an 8th grader chose Almost Home Kids as the
beneficiary of her Bat Mitzvah project where she
organized a Donation Drive for items on our Wish List. For
3 months she enthusiastically reached out to her
community, congregation and family to ask for donations
and successfully collected items from our Wish List valuing
over $1,100!

Terry Gravenhorst is our AHK Chicago Volunteer of the
Quarter. Terry has been a recreational volunteer at our
Chicago home for two years, and makes an immense
difference for the clinical staff every time she arrives. Terry’s
full time job makes it easier for her to volunteer in the
evening, which is great for our nursing staff as this is a very
busy time of the day - knowing that Terry is there to give
the children some TLC while they prepare their charts for
the night staff, helps enormously. We are really appreciative
that Terry is willing to come at least once a week at that
time. A big hug of gratitude goes out to our very
kindhearted volunteer Terry and we are delighted to
recognize her as our AHK Chicago Volunteer of the Quarter.

Shelly is a sophomore in high school with an incredibly busy
schedule but finds time to bake delicious cookies/desserts

AHK is better place and the lives of the children are certainly
enhanced because of volunteers like the McCallion family

The McCallion Family are our AHK Naperville Volunteers
of the Quarter for all they do behind the scenes to support
Almost Home Kids. Gwen McCallion is the mother of two
very compassionate young women, Katie & Shelly.
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and Terry! If you would like more information on
volunteering at one of our sites; please email our
Community Outreach Coordinator, Lisa Snow
lsnow@AlmostHomeKids.org.

AHK General Wish List:
»» Gift Cards in any amount to help purchase supplies
(American Express, Visa or Mastercard gift cards)
»» Metra/Ventra prepaid cards for parents
»» $25 Gas Cards (Shell, BP etc.) for parents to help with
travel expenses
»» First Class Postage Stamps

Children’s Supplies Wish List:
(items must be new please)
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

B.I.G. Holiday Donation Drive

Johnson & Johnson Baby Lotion & Baby Wash
Baby wipes (unscented or for sensitive skin)
Desitin (tubes)
Philips Avent BPA Free Soothie Pacifiers
Ilex Skin Protectant Paste
Wrist rattles and Foot/Ankle rattles
Light and Sound Mobiles
Crib Light & Sound music boxes
Formula containers – Rubbermaid Mixer Mate / 1 qt and
1 pint size
»» Batteries for toys (AA, AAA, C & D)
»» Boppy cushions and covers
»» Graco Sweet Slumber Sound Machine

House Supplies Wish List:
»» Gift Cards in any amount to help purchase house supplies
(Target, Walgreens, Office Max & Home Depot)
»» Laundry detergent – ‘All Ultra Free Clear liquid’ brand
»» Ivory Soap liquid detergent
»» K-Cup Coffee packs
»» Glad rectangle 8 Cups/64oz containers with lids
»» Rubbermaid Storage Bins, (18 gallon, for storage of
clothes, blankets, etc.)
»» Full Sized Boxes of Kleenex (30-40 boxes are used each
month)
»» Bath towels (large) and washcloths
»» Hand Sanitizer (travel size with cap/2 oz and 12 oz)
»» Gloves (sizes medium and large; must be vinyl; free of
latex and powder; approximately 5,500 pairs are used
each month)
Bolingbrook Park District Pre-School families & staff Week of the Young
Child Donation Drive

www.almosthomekids.org

Summer 2016    11

Affiliated with

7 South 721 Route 53
Naperville, IL 60540

Our mission at Almost Home Kids is to provide transitional care in a home-like setting
to children with complicated health needs, training for their families and respite care.
Board of Directors

Key Staff

Bill Neustadt, Chair
Josh Prangley, Vice Chair
Julia Chappell
Theresa Danko
Deborah A. Grisko
Michael Hoffman
Martin Koehler
Richard Mark
Mathew Mullarkey
Paula Noble
Lakesha Rose
Christopher Schenkenberg
Michelle Stephenson
Jessica Strausbaugh
Marita Sullivan

Deborah A. Grisko, RN, President
and Executive Director

President’s Council

Clinical:

Dan Ault
Paul Bogdanski
Jen Clune
Josette Goldberg
Bregan Herrold
Jen Horsley
Kim Hyla
Carolyn Johnson
Ann Karch
Bethany Keown
Marty Koehler
Katie Ossman
Susan Schwartz
Marita Sullivan
Sarah Tromans
Kathy Wennerstrum

Peter J. Smith, MD, MA,
   AHK Chicago, Medical Director
Chris Bender, MD,
   AHK Naperville, Medical Director
Ann Karch, MD,
   Associate Medical Director
Mike Hoffman, MD,
   Associate Medical Director
Layenie Anderson, RN,
   Director of Case Management
April Alexander, MBA, BSN, RN,
   Director of Nursing

Administrative:
Dorothy Gieren, Director of Finance
Raeann Olsen-Jackson,
   Director of Development
Judith McLean, Director of
Marketing & Communications
Lori Hannon, Director of Business
Development & Strategy
Gail Linhart, Director of Operations
Lisa Snow, Community Outreach Coordinator
Liza Larsen, Special Events and Strategic
Development Coordinator

Writers, Editors and Key Contributors:
Liza Larsen, Raeann Olsen-Jackson,
Judith McLean, Lisa Snow and Teresa Pedroza
Contact us at 630.271.9155 or visit our
website at www.AlmostHomeKids.org
“Like” us on Facebook
for daily Almost Home Kids updates!

