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Welcome Home, Aiden!

Aiden and his mom

At home in Chicago, Aiden Quintey is getting ready to crawl!  
It’s been a long journey to get there for this little bundle of energy. Aiden was
born with congenital anomalies and respiratory issues requiring tracheostomy
and constant care. When he was just 2½ months old, Aiden was transferred to
Almost Home Kids from Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago.
At AHK, Aiden’s mother Nailah could see that he was starting to become more
mobile and adventurous. Nailah was pleased with how quickly Aiden would pick
up new skills at AHK. He would learn something new one week and master it
the next. This progress was in part thanks to the John R. Houlsby Foundation
which provides funding for the child life therapy program at AHK. Nailah was
happy to come and visit her baby boy every night at AHK, however she couldn’t
wait to get him home.
Now 9 months old, Aiden spends his days at home scooting, climbing, and
doing forward rolls. The only challenge for Nailah since he’s been home is
getting used to those middle-of-the-night feedings that little bundles of
energy need to grow big and strong. We’re so proud to be a part of a happy
homecoming for Nailah and Aiden.
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Our Supporters

Christian and Amari with Steve Wozniak from Angel Wheels

Breaking Down Access Barriers
Community Memorial Foundation (CMF) awarded Almost
Home Kids a $20,000 grant for its Respite Transportation
Program. The purpose of the grant is to allow AHK to
safely transport children from 27 communities in the
western suburbs to and from AHK for temporary relief
from caregiving to letting AHK take over the 24/7 medical
care enabling the child’s parents a much needed rest. The
27 communities included in the grant area are: Bridgeview,
Broadview, Brookfield, Burr Ridge, Clarendon Hills,
Countryside, Darien, Downers Grove, Hickory Hills,
Hinsdale, Hodgkins, Indian Head Park, Justice, La Grange,
La Grange Park, Lyons, McCook, North Riverside, Oak
Brook, Riverside, Stickney, Summit, Westchester, Western
Springs, Westmont, Willow Springs, Willowbrook.
There are a myriad of reasons these children and their
families have not taken advantage of the Respite Program
at AHK; transportation is deemed to be the number one
obstacle. Children that are ventilator dependent for
example require specialized transportation and help from
a medical professional. This grant will help break down this
healthcare barrier and allow access to this critical program.
The Respite Program at AHK offers a short term stay to
a child who is medically fragile and/or may be technology
dependent. From a 24 hour stay to one lasting up to
14 days, a child is provided with medical/nursing care
and recreational activities in a secure and therapeutic
environment. Families may choose this program for a
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variety of circumstances: temporary absence of private
duty nursing care at home, parent illness, vacations,
family emergencies or much needed rest.
“We are absolutely thrilled to receive this grant from CMF”
enthused Deborah Grisko, AHK’s President & CEO, “It is
not unusual for the families of these children to go years
without taking a break from the 24/7 stressful care and
worry of raising a child with medical complexities, it is
important for the family to recharge every so often—plus
the children have a wonderful time at AHK, it’s like a
vacation for them”.
AHK collaborated with Angel Wheels and The University
of Illinois Chicago Division of Specialized Care for Children
(DSCC) for the CMF grant program. Angel Wheels, a local
ambulatory service that often assists AHK children with
transportation needs will provide the medivan to safely
transport the child and their equipment, and DCSS will
help spread the word to families who qualify for the
program that are living in the 27 communities targeted
by the grant. Lastly, a member of the AHK nursing team
will accompany the child, both to and from their home,
so that the child’s medical and psychosocial needs are
properly addressed.
For more information about accessing the Respite
Transportation Program for Respite Care, please
contact Layenie Anderson, RN at 630.786.1754
or landerson@almosthomekids.org.

Time for Vacation!
Every year since he was 8 years old, Corey Willis had
a vacation, not at the Lake, or some exotic destination.
Corey’s vacation home was Almost Home Kids in
Naperville. For years Corey pleaded with his mother
to come to AHK for some time away from home and
a chance to serenade the staff and volunteers at AHK
with his awesome singing. These weeks of respite gave
his parents, Betty and Homer, the chance to regroup
and catch up on important family business and fun.   
Before they found AHK, Betty and Homer and their other
children couldn’t go out of town without putting Corey
into a hospital. When they heard about AHK from Corey’s
DSCC case manager, they could once again plan a vacation
or attend to family business in Alabama, knowing that
Corey would be in good hands and not confined to a
hospital bed. We are grateful to Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Illinois for supporting our respite program and
helping more children and families take a much
needed vacation from 24/7 care.
Corey’s favorite part of his “vacations” were the people he
met at AHK; he remembers everyone’s name and is always
a happy and lively addition to the common area. Corey’s
love of music and dancing came from his mother, who has
always been a singer and once sang with a teen gospel
group. Mrs. Willis fondly recalls singing to Corey to soothe
him when he was young. When he learned to talk, he
would mouth out the words to his favorite songs and
eventually learned to sing around his trach. And what’s
singing without some dance moves to go with it? Corey
is always happy to entertain.
As she looks back on the years that her family has been
coming to our Naperville home, Mrs. Willis recalls “When
I first started coming (to AHK) 14 years ago, I had no idea
it would become what it is now. It’s such a wonderful thing
to see AHK strive to meet the needs of our families. My
son was in the hospital for 2½ years before he was able
to come home, and I know we could have benefitted from
the transitional care program if it had been around for him.
I just wish more people knew about Almost Home Kids.”
Corey and Aiden (from page 1) are two of many examples
of why AHK thrives today; our continuum of care serves
families needing brief periods of respite, as well as those
who need a few months to get ready to bring their kids
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home. With our expansion to Chicago, now more than ever
we can provide for families from diverse backgrounds and
geographical areas, and care for children from infancy to
adulthood. We’re so proud to be there for Corey, Aiden
and the hundreds of other children and families who have
called us ‘home’, just for while.
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Our Events
Reserve Your Spot at the Share the Care Ball
An evening to remember awaits at the 2nd Annual Share
the Care Ball, on October 25, 2013 at the Drake Hotel.
Be dazzled and delighted as we celebrate the extraordinary
contributions of three champions for our cause:  
Share the Care Champion: Robert E. Deignan
  (Sr. Counsel, Baker & McKenzie)
■

Volunteer Extraordinaire: Tim Gerken
  (CFO, Walsh Construction)
■

■

Distinguished Donor: PricewaterhouseCoopers

The event will feature the finest in dining and
entertainment led by the legendary Ken Arlen Orchestra,
as well as the theatrical stylings of RedMoon Theater
and NightBlue Performing Arts. We are thrilled to have
MaryBeth Smith and the fabulous Share the Care Ball
committee on board once again to ensure an
unforgettable affair for all. Don’t forget your cell phones
as this year’s exclusive Silent and Live Auction will feature
mobile bidding and payment (iPads will also be available
for those who don’t have a smartphone).  And you
don’t have to wait until October 25th; just go to
http://myab.co/events/91 to view the auction items
and start placing bids today!
Cocktails start at 6:30 PM and dinner at 8:00 PM.
Tickets are $300 and can be purchased online at
www.AlmostHomeKids.org.  For more information
on sponsorship options please contact Judith McLean
at jmclean@almosthomekids.org or 312.399.0013.
All proceeds will benefit the children and programs of
Almost Home Kids Chicago.

Share the Care Ball: Janet Davies
2012 Award Recipients: Senate President John Cullerton,
Marcia Glenn and Gary Lee Partners
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Anchors Aweigh for AHK

Upcoming Events

The Columbia Yacht Club set the scene for a delightful Summer Soireé in
support of AHK Chicago this past June. Friends, new and old, of Almost Home
Kids enjoyed the exclusive raffle and wine grab as well as the unparalleled
views of the city and lakefront. New to the scene were Honorary Chairs
Lakesha and Jim Rose, and we were thrilled to welcome Town & Country as
media sponsor, as well as Corboy & Demetrio and BMO Harris. Despite an
impressive showing by Mother Nature at the start of the evening, it was all
smiles as the sun went down over Lake Michigan and much needed funds were
raised for AHK Chicago.

Date: TBD
Children’s Holiday Party
AHK Naperville
April 25, 2014:
A Black and White Affair at the
DoubleTree Suites in Downers Grove
The main event for AHK Naperville
this coming year has moved to a
dazzling new venue! The fabulous
Bethany Keown and Committee
are planning a retro chic evening
of dinner, dancing and silent and
live auctions. Tickets are $150
per person.

Gifts of Appreciated
Stock
Make a contribution of marketable
securities to Almost Home Kids by
providing your broker or financial
institution with the following
information:
•The Name of Stock
  (i.e. Apple, Google, UPS, etc.)
Debbie A. Grisko, Laskesha and Jim Rose at the Summer Soireé

Fun (and Food!) for a Purpose at the DreamHome
Picture this…gourmet hors d’oeuvres prepared by a master chef, fine wines
and fabulous cocktails, in the incomparable elegance of the DreamHome at
the Merchandise Mart. The icing on the cake? Enjoying this finery in support
the children and programs of Almost Home Kids Chicago.  
Almost Home Kids has partnered with several sought-after chefs and the
fabulous DreamHome to provide Fun for a Purpose. For details or to book
an event, email Judith McLean at jmclean@almosthomekids.org or call
312.399.0013.

www.almosthomekids.org

•The Number of Shares
•For the Routing or DTC number,
  visit our website:
  How to Help/Legacy-Giving
Your financial institution can make
a transfer directly into our secure
account.
Please alert the Development
Office when you make such a
transfer. Contact Raeann Jackson
at 630.786.1765 or
rjackson@AlmostHomeKids.org.
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Our Community
Civic Group
Almost Home Kids is so lucky to be embraced by the National Charity
League, Inc. of greater Naperville. NCL is a well respected motherdaughter membership organization that is committed to developing
their daughters as leaders and is dedicated to volunteerism and
supporting philanthropies through hands-on activities. For almost
a year now, the wonderful mothers & daughters of NCL have been
supporting the mission of Almost Home Kids in so many different ways.
They have coordinated exciting Story & Game Hours for the children,
organized a weekly schedule of Treat Days where they drop off baked
treats twice a week for the staff at both the Naperville and Chicago
locations, created awesome decorations for several holidays and have
gathered to help with gardening tasks at our Naperville location. Meri
White, Karen Campbell & Shauna James have orchestrated the
projects with Lisa Snow, our Community Outreach Coordinator and the
enthusiasm and genuine kindness of these ladies is reflected in each of
the mother-daughter pairs that have volunteered their services to us
in some way or another. AHK is very grateful for all this group does for
us and look forward to a long relationship with them. We are excited
for what’s to come!

UPS

Logistics!

AHK relies on volunteers to improve the quality of life for
the children they serve. A team of employees from United
Parcel Service in Hodgkins, IL dedicated 150 hours of
volunteer service to create a safe outdoor venue at our
Naperville facility. First, a team of engineers inspected and
analyzed the structure of a dilapidated storage shed and
provided us with a solution. Second, the UPS Foundation
provided $10,000 to enhance the healing environment for
the children and families. The group volunteer project
includes repairing a shed and removing the concrete slab
below. With the financial help of additional community
partners, a new gazebo or screened in porch will replace the
shed area, including a new garage door, shingles, gutters
and downspouts. The new structure will protect children
from the direct sun and allows for wheelchair access. Two
skylights have been added to the porch to bring in light with
southern exposure and two windows allow children and
families to view the landscape to the east end of the
property. Landscaping, tree trimming and painting were also
part of UPS’ group project. Thank you to UPS for caring
about the communities that its employees live and work in!
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UPS Plant Engineering Mgrs. Charles Hoover
and Charlie Blum reviewing the plans

Our Needs: Wish List

Nikola Dukic with Jaycen and Juan

Mickey Dedi with Mykale

Volunteers of the Quarter
The dictionary defines volunteerism as: the policy or practice of volunteering
one’s time or talents for charitable, educational, or other worthwhile activities,
especially in one’s community.
Almost Home Kids is very fortunate to have hundreds of talented volunteers
that come forward to enhance the lives of the children, assist us with
Administrative tasks, contribute  their hard work on projects on the inside and
outside of our facilities or support us by volunteering at a fund raiser. We could
not have the success we have without each and every one of our volunteers
that volunteer their time and talents. Each quarter we choose a Volunteer of
the Quarter who has gone above and beyond in their volunteer role and they
are acknowledged with a small gift card to show our gratitude
for their commitment.
Volunteer Nikola Dukic was recognized in May by our Community Outreach
Coordinator because of his enthusiasm with the children each time he comes
to volunteer, no matter what child we ask him to engage. He is here for one
reason and that is to enrich the day of a child even if it’s for an hour or two at a
time. Niko has a way of brightening up the day for everyone he volunteers with,
as well as our staff. He volunteers at AHK often even though he is in his second
year of Medical School and President of the Pediatrics Club at Midwestern
University. We were delighted to recognize him as an outstanding volunteer.  

In addition to diapers, hand sanitizer,
paper towels and linens for the kids
at AHK, we also have an ongoing need
for administrative and office supplies
to support our two locations. Below is
a list of our most needed and requested
supplies:
 Copy Paper
File Folders
Post It Notes
Pens
Paper Clips
 Hanging Files
Forever Stamps
 Heavy Duty Plastic Sheet   
  Protectors (for multiple
  sheets)
High Capacity Stapler
 Digital Camera – Canon
  PowerShot G12 10.0MP
 Christmas Wrapping Paper
Toner Cartridges
Chicago
 HP-CE278A
Naperville
 HP-CE278A
 HP-305A (M)
 HP-305A (C)
 HP-305A (K)
 HP-305A (Y)

“Flexibility” describes volunteer Mickey Dedi who is willing to do whatever
is needed of her when she comes to volunteer in Naperville every week. She
assists us with Administrative duties such as data entry, collating Marketing
or Volunteer packets or organizing files. When we don’t have a need for
Administrative help, Mickey will try her luck playing a board game with the
children or reading them a favorite book. She has even been found weeding
in our gardens! Either way – she is very valuable to us!
AHK is a better place and the lives of the children are certainly enhanced
because of volunteers like Mickey & Niko! Research has shown that people
who volunteer often live longer, so what are you waiting for? Email our
Community Outreach Coordinator, Lisa Snow lsnow@AlmostHomeKids.org
if you would like more information on volunteering at Almost Home Kids in
Naperville or Chicago.
www.almosthomekids.org
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7 South 721 Route 53
Naperville, IL 60540

Our mission at Almost Home Kids is to provide transitional care in a home-like setting to
children with complicated health needs, training for their families and respite care.
Executive Board

Key Staff

Bill Neustadt, Chair/Board President
Josh Prangley, Vice Chair
Douglas Truax
Michael Hoffman, MD
Theresa Danko
Christopher Schenkenberg
Nancy Karasek, Secretary
Marcia Glenn
Matthew Mullarkey, Treasurer
Deborah A. Grisko, RN, President & CEO

Deborah A. Grisko, RN, President and CEO

Committee Members
Dan Ault
Paul Bogdanski, ESQ
Julia Chappell
Jen Clune
Catherine Corbin
Adam D’Auguste
Amy Egelston
Marlene Franke
Josette Goldberg
Carolyn Johnson
Ann Karch, MD
Marty Koehler
Ryan Murphy
Ann Reardon
Bill Rogers
Tom Roth
Susan Schwartz, ESQ
Marita Sullivan
Sarah Tromans
Shawn Tyrell

Administrative:
Dorothy Gieren, Chief Financial Officer
Raeann Olsen-Jackson,
   Chief Development Officer
Judith McLean, Director of
Marketing & Communications
Gail Linhart, Director of Operations
Lisa Snow, Community Outreach Coordinator
Liza Larsen, Coordinator of Special Events and
Strategic Development
Clinical:
Peter J. Smith, MD, MA,
   AHK Chicago, Medical Director
Mary Keen, MD,
   AHK Naperville, Medical Director
Kathy Stegman, Chief Nursing Officer
Carrie Alden, Chief Clinical
Program Development Officer
Layenie Anderson, Director of
Case Management
Writers, Editors and Key Contributors:
Liza Larsen, Raeann Olsen-Jackson,
Judith McLean, and Lisa Snow
Contact us at 630.271.9155 or visit our
website at www.AlmostHomeKids.org

“Like” us on Facebook
for daily Almost Home Kids updates!

