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A Forever Family Begins at Almost Home Kids

McKenzie with her dad

McKenzie stole the hearts of everyone she met from the moment she came to
Almost Home Kids for transitional care in 2010. Her birth family was unable to
accommodate her complex medical needs so AHK staff worked with the State
and other agencies to help to identify and train an appropriate foster family for
McKenzie. During her stay with us McKenzie was known for her bubbly and
sunny personality and bright blue eyes, and she developed unique games to
play with each of her caregivers.
Layenie Anderson, AHK Director of Case Management, fondly recalls the day
she knew that the right family for McKenzie had been found. “From the
moment they laid eyes on McKenzie, Rebekah and Jeff acted as if she was
their’s. There was no doubt in their minds that she was their daughter”. AHK
staff helped every step of the way, and they were thrilled to finally take her
home once their state licensure was completed.
With the extensive training that McKenzie’s new family received at AHK,
they were able to confidently bring McKenzie home. She thrived in her new
home environment, complete with dogs, cats and chickens! When McKenzie
did need to go to the hospital, their local hospital staff in southern Illinois
remarked that they had never met a family so on top of their child’s complex
medical needs!
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This past May it became official: McKenzie’s adoption was finalized! They could
not have been happier to make McKenzie an official member of the family. The
family recently welcomed a new little girl into their home who
also is in the foster care system, and McKenzie is now a big sister. This June the
family was in the Naperville area and they made a special trip to Almost Home
Kids to revisit where it all began. The staff whom had grown so close to
McKenzie while she was here were thrilled to see how well she was developing
and we saw several glimmers of recognition in McKenzie’s shining eyes.
We could not be happier for the entire family and are very proud of the role
we played in creating a forever family for McKenzie.
www.almosthomekids.org
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Our Supporters

Corporate Spotlight: Magellan Corp

Planned Giving

AHK launches Medical Education Program

If you normally give cash at the end of the year, transfer
stock instead and give yourself the added benefit of
capital gains tax savings.

With the amazing support of the Amicus Foundation
and the Coleman Foundation, AHK has established a
new program: The Keith Veselik, M.D. Medical Education
Program. The program is named in honor of Dr. Veselik’s  
dedication as a founding member of Almost Home Kids.  

Whether its milk or frozen food, almost everything we
buy in the grocery store is stamped with “best by” or “use
by” dates to let us know when it’s best to use them.
Shouldn’t other parts of our lives have reminder dates on
them? What about your stocks? How long have they been
in your portfolio “shelf”? If your stocks have been handing
around your account’s shelf for a while, consider
transferring them to our organization before the end of
the year. You will receive an income tax deduction that will
help lower your 2014 tax bill. You won’t pay capital gains
on the transfer, and you will help us end the year with a
gift we can use equal to the full value of the stock.

In 2014, AHK met an amazingly generous company:
Magellan Corporation. You have likely seen their familiar
We have simple transfer instructions available on our
logo as you watch the Bulls, Blackhawks, Bears, Fire,
website that can help you make your stock gift. Contact
White Sox or Cubs games. Magellan Corp is a global
Raeann Olsen-Jackson (rjackson@almosthomekids.org or
distributor of specialty steel products and a subsidiary
312.282.7081) to learn more about how you can end the
of cargo ship management conglomerate Seatrade
year with tax savings and the great feeling that comes
Transport International Inc., which owns and operates
when you know you have helped others.
dry bulk cargo ships as well as marine terminals. Magellan
©Crescendo Interactive, Inc.
operates strictly in the business-to-business arena with
“For over 30 years, I’ve supported various charities via
steel consumers located throughout North America.
the United Way in my workplace. For the last 3 years,
Magellan’s heavy focus on sports sponsorships is intended
I’ve given stock to Almost Home Kids at year-end.
to increase their visibility overseas.
I avoid capital gains taxes but more importantly I
Bob Arthur, Magellan president, will proudly tell you that
support the mission of caring for children with special
the company donates about 10% of its profits to charity.
healthcare needs.”
Magellan employees have a place in their hearts for
children with special healthcare needs and they are quick
to support a variety of causes throughout Chicago. Almost
Home Kids is pleased to count Magellan amongst its circle
of friends. This year Magellan is the platinum sponsor for
the Share the Care Ball and has also donated a unique
experience at an upcoming Chicago Blackhawks game.

Bob Latchford and his daughter Cassidy
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Due to advances in medicine and technology, children
with special healthcare needs are living longer lives which
is good news. However, this means that more children
will need health care outside of the hospital (as they
move to home), and therefore the need for doctors
who are competent in their care is growing. The current
reality is that most doctors will complete their entire
7-10 years of training and never learn directly how to
care for a child as complex as the children cared for at
AHK in the outpatient setting.
With over 12,400 children in the state of Illinois identified
as having chronic complex medical conditions, the need
for community based health care facilities is increasing.
When doctors are surveyed, they report that they feel
underprepared to care for children with medical
complexities in the outpatient setting. AHK has found
that many of its families report frequent difficulties
with obtaining primary care physicians, both in finding
any doctor who will accept their children and in receiving
coordinated good care once they have been accepted
into a practice. This is especially true for primary care
physicians. AHK’s Medical Education Program targets
medical learners, residents, fellows and practicing doctors
in the community. This program improves the lives of
high-risk children with disabilities both now and in the
future by training current and future physicians about
the medical complexities and social realities of this
unique population.  
The Medical Education Program has both didactic
and experiential components and a full-time Medical
Education Coordinator that focuses on program
development and inter-organizational coordination.
AHK’s goal is to improve the quality of life for its
children and families which means that AHK will not
only have to offer excellent clinical care, but also will
need to play a role in better training the medical
community in knowledge, skills and attitudes that will
allow them to competently serve this important and
vulnerable population.

www.almosthomekids.org

Peter J. Smith, on rounds with Palliative Care Fellow and Heaven

“No other program exists
to teach the outpatient
management of this type of
complex child out in the real
world, where most physicians
will practice,” says Peter J.
Smith, M.D., Medical Director
at AHK Chicago. “This
educational program will
greatly support AHK’s advocacy
goals for children with medical
complexities and their families.”
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Our Events
Share the Care Ball

2014 Share the Care Ball Event Committee: MaryBeth Smith, Theresa
Danko, Suzi Bramson, Helen Brown, Carley Sorentino, Rosemary Jones,
Julia Chappell Event Chair, Bill Neustadt, AHK Chairman, Lakesha Rose,
Whitney Gillespie, Ken Ludwig, Sarah Tromans, Judith McLean, Jen Horsley

On October 24, 2014, The Drake Hotel once again
set the scene for an evening of elegance and festivity
in support of AHK Chicago. Presented by Magellan
Corporation, A SeaTrade company, and flawlessly
executed by Julia Chappell and Committee, our third
annual Share the Care Ball featured an exciting silent
and live auction and dancing to the incomparable Ken
Arlen orchestra. The true spirit of the night was captured
in the words of our honorees:  Karen Atwood (Blue Cross
Blue Shield of IL), Joe Monahan (Monahan Law Group)
and State Representative Greg Harris (13th District),
and Carolyn Johnson, AHK Parent and Program Committee
Chair, who passionately described the impact AHK has
had on her family and the community. Each one of the
350 guests in attendance left knowing that their
support of AHK makes a tremendous difference in the
lives of children with chronic medical complexities and
their families.

Golf Marathon

March 2015
Bank of America Shamrock Shuffle
April 24, 2015
Naperville Gala – Esplanade Lakes
June 5, 2015
Golf Marathon Challenge

New Ways to Give
2014 AHK Chicago & Naperville Golf Marathon Teams

Need some practice on your golf swing? Work on your short game AND
support the amazing children at AHK at the same time…it’s a win-win!
The Almost Home Kids Golf Marathon Challenge is a unique way to raise
funds and awareness for our Chicago and Naperville homes. To participate,
all you need is a passion for our cause and a desire to get friends, families
and associates involved in supporting our community’s most vulnerable
children and families.  
Our past Golf Marathons have raised more than $200,000 for Almost Home
Kids. We ask that each golfer commit to playing 100 holes and raising $2,500
online via our Friends Asking Friends website. Whether you’re a pro, a novice,
or even if you’ve barely held a golf club, the Golf Marathon caters to all levels
and is a relaxed, fun way to give back while spending an afternoon on the golf
course. Registration is FREE, you just need to encourage your friends and
family to support our cause!

2014 Share the Care Ball: Bill Neustadt AHK Chairman, Joe Monahan,
Karen Atwood, State Representative Greg Harris and Debbie Grisko,
AHK President & Executive Director

The Details:
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015

Summer Soirée
This past June, the fabulous Lakesha Rose hosted our
second annual Summer Soirée aboard the Columbia
Yacht Club. Despite a low lying fog that covered much
of the view, the more than 200 attendees really enjoyed
the fun, food and festivity including a spectacular raffle
and wine grab. The Soirée committee once again left no
stone unturned and ensured a memorable and enjoyable
evening on Lake Michigan for a very important cause.

Upcoming Events

Time: 12:00 PM: Boxed Lunches sponsored by Shanahan’s Food & Spirits
12:30 PM: Shotgun Start
5:00–5:30 PM: Golfing ends
5:30 PM: Barbecue Dinner and Awards

#GivingTuesday is a movement that has
inspired a national day of philanthropic
giving to kick off the holiday season.
Falling on the Tuesday after consumerfocused “Black Friday” and “Cyber
Monday,” the 3rd annual #GivingTuesday
will be on December 2, 2014. Please
don’t miss this opportunity to participate
in one of our favorite events of the year!  
This year, The Coleman Foundation will
be matching gifts – dollar for dollar –
for contributions made or received on
December 2nd only. If you want to double
the impact of your year-end gift, please
visit our website on December 2nd.   
almosthomekids.kintera.org/
GivingTuesday2014

Place: Zigfield Troy Par 3 Golf Course (1535 W. 75th St, Darien, IL 60561)
Interested? Email elarsen@almosthomekids.org or call 630.786.1763 and
we’ll make sure you’re included in correspondence and kick-off events for
the Marathon!

2014 Summer Soirée Event Committee: Karin Prangley, Jen Horsley,
Sarah Tromans, Susan Schwartz, Carley Sorentino, Lakesha Rose Event
Chair, Julia Chappell
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www.almosthomekids.org
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Our Community
Volunteers of the Quarter

Melissa Ktenas with Ruth

Bethany Keown and her family

Joseph Esposito with Evon

Carol Steinfeld

AHK is fortunate to have many wonderful volunteers at
both locations and sometimes it is hard to choose just one
Volunteer of the Quarter for each site. This quarter,
Community Outreach Coordinator Lisa Snow has decided
to nominate two of our college-age volunteers for the
Naperville award because both donated so many hours to
volunteering with our children over the summer.

He has even helped us out with occasional yard work!
The nurses look forward to his friendly personality every
time he comes!

Melissa Ktenas chose to volunteer at Almost Home
Kids as a part of the College of DuPage Service Learning
Program and we are very happy she did! Her dedication to
the children has been remarkable; sometimes coming as
often as 4 days a week if her school and work schedule
allowed. At one point, I kidded her not to ‘burn herself out’
and her reply was “These children are the ones that keep
me humble”. Melissa not only volunteers with the children,
but she is always willing to help out with events such as
Rib Fest and actively recruits additional volunteers for
our home.  

Volunteer, Carol Steinfeld, was recognized as our
Volunteer of the Quarter from our Chicago team of
volunteers because of her enthusiasm and compassion
towards every single one of our children. We rely on
hundreds of volunteers on an annual basis as they are
an integral part of the daily functioning of AHK by
providing a better quality of life for the children we
serve. We couldn’t do it without volunteers like Carol
who consistently volunteers at our Chicago location
and enriches the lives of the children every day she
is there - which is usually twice a week!

Our other Naperville volunteer selected is Joseph
Esposito who just can’t seem to get enough of our
children and volunteered for almost 100 hours just
over the summer. He is smiling every time he comes
and is always flexible with whatever the nurses ask
him to do while volunteering. His attitude is remarkable.

AHK is delighted to acknowledge these three volunteers
and we know every volunteer brings a unique contribution
to Almost Home Kids and we are thankful for every one
of them for helping us ‘Share the Care’.
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Both Melissa and Joseph have a special kindheartedness
for the children and we are very fortunate to have them
on our Naperville Volunteer team and look forward to a
long relationship!

Volunteer Highlight
We are excited to highlight volunteer
Bethany Keown who has been a part
of the Almost Home Kids family for four
years and had passionately contributed
to our mission in very big way. Our behind
the scenes volunteers are so important
to our success in making a difference in
the lives of the children and families
we serve. Bethany’s connection to AHK
started four years ago when she contacted
Lisa Snow, Community Outreach
Coordinator, to let us know that her family
wanted to choose Almost Home Kids to
be the beneficiary of gifts for the children
in lieu of her 2 older children receiving
birthday presents. That year, Bethany and
her family brought over $600 worth of
games, sensory toys, movies & books for
our children and they have continued that
tradition every year since. Bethany and
her husband Brad believe it is important
to instill in the young minds of their
children how important the idea of giving
back is. Each year her children make the
trip to drop off the gifts with big smiles
on their faces as they are so happy to
share their gifts with our children.
Bethany’s giving spirit did not end with
donating birthday gifts, as she quickly
became involved with our fund raising
efforts and in 2012 shared in the efforts

Children’s Supplies Wish List:
(items must be new please)

Baby
wipes unscented or for sensitive
skin (we use about 1,000 boxes
annually)

Johnson
& Johnson Baby Lotion
& Baby Wash

 Diapers
(sizes 2, 3, 4, and 5.
No Pull-Ups)

 iLEX
Skin Protectant Paste

 Destin
www.almosthomekids.org

of coordinating the Silent Auction items
for our Naperville Gala. The next year,
she offered to Chair the entire event and
formed a volunteer committee of 14
friends to assist her and the results were
fantastic! We are fortunate that Bethany
has continued to Chair the past three
Gala’s and her expertise and attention to
detail has truly benefited Almost Home
Kids! The success of the Naperville galas
is a direct result of Bethany’s talent and
dedication. Bethany is also a member of
the Resource Development Committee
and continues to network on our behalf
and brings in new donors to support us.
In a recent conversation with Bethany,
she said to Lisa “I feel very blessed with
my 3 healthy children and feel the need
to give back. When I found Almost Home
Kids, it felt like the perfect fit. I went to
the Naperville home, met the children,
met the staff and they had my heart.
Every time I go and visit, it feels so good
to know that I have helped, even if just
in a little way, to make the lives a little
better for the children.” We often say
that volunteers are the heart of our
organization and we are very fortunate
that Bethany has a heart big enough to
include Almost Home Kids.







Baby
bottles (non-breakable)

Philips
Avent Soothie Pacifiers

Wrist
rattles and Foot/Ankle rattles
Crib Mobiles

Musical
toys that hang on cribs
Night light toys (Glow worm, etc.)

Receiving
blankets

Children’s
DVD’s (G & PG rating)

High-backed
adjustable High Chairs

House Supplies Wish List:

Paper
Towels (30-40 rolls are used









monthly)
 Cards in any amount to help
Gift
purchase supplies (Sam’s Club, Target,
Walmart, Walgreens, Office Max &
Home Depot)

Laundry
detergent – ‘All Ultra Free
Clear liquid’ brand

K-Cup
Coffee packs (for clinical staff,
family members & guests)

Glad
rectangle 8 Cups/64 oz containers
with lids)

Rubbermaid
Storage Bins (18 gallon,
for storage of clothes, blankets, etc.)

Boxes
of Kleenex (30-40 boxes are
used each month)

Colorful
Fitted Crib Sheets

Solid
Color fitted twin sheets
and pillowcases

Bath
towels (large) and washcloths
Hand Sanitizer (travel size & 12 oz)

Gloves
(sizes medium and large; must
be vinyl; free of latex and powder;
approximately 5,500 pairs are used
each month)

AHK General Wish List:
 TV/DVD combos with swivel
32”
arm for bedrooms

Hamilton
Buhl Rolling Flat Panel
TV Stand; hold 37”-55” Panel TV

 Updated
AHK logo flag for the
flag pole in Naperville

Office Supplies Wish List:

Paperclips
 folders (1/3 cut)
File

 Pens

 Post-it
notes

 First
Class Postage Stamps
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Affiliated with

7 South 721 Route 53
Naperville, IL 60540

Our mission at Almost Home Kids is to provide transitional care in a home-like setting
to children with complicated health needs, training for their families and respite care.
Board of Directors

Key Staff

Bill Neustadt, Chair
Josh Prangley, Vice Chair
Ron Blaustein
Julia Chappell
Theresa Danko
Deborah A. Grisko
Michael Hoffman
Mathew Mullarkey
Paula Noble
Lakesha Rose
Christopher Schenkenberg
Michelle Stephenson
Committee Members

Deborah A. Grisko, RN, President
and Executive Director

Dan Ault
Paul Bogdanski
Jen Clune
Catherine Corbin
Adam D’Auguste
Amy Egelston
Marlene Franke
Josette Goldberg
Kim Hyla
Carolyn Johnson
Ann Karch
Bethany Keown
Marty Koehler
Ryan Murphy
Bill Rogers
Lynn Rogers
Tom Roth
Susan Schwartz
Brian Stratta
Marita Sullivan
Sarah Tromans
Shawn Tyrell

Clinical:
Peter J. Smith, MD, MA,
   AHK Chicago, Medical Director
Francine Pearce, MD,
   AHK Naperville, Medical Director
Cathleen Shanahan, RN, MS, MBA, NE-BC
Administrator of Nursing Services
Layenie Anderson, RN, Director of
Case Management

Administrative:
Dorothy Gieren, Director of Finance
Raeann Olsen-Jackson,
   Director of Development
Judith McLean, Director of
Marketing & Communications
Gail Linhart, Director of Operations
Lisa Snow, Community Outreach Coordinator
Liza Larsen, Coordinator of Special Events
and Strategic Development

Writers, Editors and Key Contributors:
Liza Larsen, Raeann Olsen-Jackson,
Judith McLean, and Lisa Snow
Contact us at 630.271.9155 or visit our
website at www.AlmostHomeKids.org

“Like” us on Facebook
for daily Almost Home Kids updates!

