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JD’s Forever Home
JD was born with arthrogryposis and bilateral clubfoot, meaning
that the joints of his hands and feet were sharply curved.
Before coming to Almost Home Kids, he had already required
several surgeries to help repair his joints, he had a benign tumor
removed, a tracheotomy was placed, and a gastric feeding tube
(G-tube) was inserted.
Unfortunately, due to these significant medical issues, as well
as mobility and developmental challenges, JD’s birth family felt
they were unable to care for him. While at Almost Home Kids
in Naperville for transitional care, he became part of the foster
care system.
AHK helped identify a foster family through the Illinois
Department of Children & Family Services for JD and trained
them in the care he would need at home. JD’s (now adoptive)
mom explained that, despite his extensive medical needs, the
family was instantly smitten. “We were not prepared for a child
with the level of care that he needed, but all of us fell in love
with him the moment we met him.”
JD has made amazing progress with his new family since leaving
AHK. He is fully mobile, up to grade in school, and independent
in almost all aspects of his life. JD’s mom would describe him
as curious, affectionate, and good-natured, with a dry sense of
humor and outgoing personality. He gets along just as well with
adults as he does with kids his own age. He is also very brave
and works hard to overcome any obstacles that get in his way.

JD visiting with his family

JD has not needed to come back to Almost Home Kids, except
for a very special visit to see the nursing staff. He still has
physical therapy and will start training with a service dog soon,
but he is thriving with his loving family in his very own
forever home.

“We were not prepared for a child
with the level of care that he
needed, but all of us fell in love
with him the moment we met him.”

JD dressed as future doctor
almosthomekids.org
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Our Family
Our Growing Family
After several years of planning, collaborating and construction,
Almost Home Kids at OSF HealthCare Children’s Hospital of
Illinois, is finally a reality. Almost Home Kids opened its doors in
October to children with medical complexities and their families
living in Central Illinois.
Ben, an amazing 2-year-old boy who loves to shake his rattle,
turn the pages on books, and listen to music, is the first child to
officially transition to Almost Home Kids at OSF HealthCare
Children’s Hospital of Illinois. Ben spent over 24 challenging
months in the NICU at OSF Children’s Hospital, and even though
his health was stable and he was ready to leave the hospital, his
family needed to make home modifications to support all of his
medical equipment - In addition, home nursing care needed to
be set up, and his parents needed training on how to care for
him and his equipment – all services Almost Home Kids is able
to provide Ben and his family with during his stay at AHK. As
residents of the Quad Cities, Ben’s family has taken advantage
of the convenient new Almost Home Kids in Peoria and enjoy
the benefits of being the home’s first family.
The new home, which is owned and operated by OSF HealthCare
Children’s Hospital of Illinois, is considerably larger than the
locations in Chicago and Naperville, with ample garden and
green space surrounding the building as well as plenty of parking
spaces for families and staff. The corridors are extra wide to
easily accommodate wheelchairs. A spacious great room with
vaulted ceilings and a welcoming kitchen with dining area
ensures families and staff can maximize their training, as well as
relax with their child during visits. There are 12 private
bedrooms with adjoining Jack-and-Jill bathrooms, allowing
families more privacy for their 24-hour training period prior to
taking their child home.
Other elements making the new Almost Home Kids so
remarkable are a separate therapy room, consult rooms,
medication and nutrition rooms, as well as spacious
administrative offices, a conference room, a spectacular
wrap-around porch, an accessible playground, and efficiently
located ambulance bay.

Ben with AHK Peoria RN Theresa

New living room space at AHK Peoria

Bright open spaces at AHK Peoria

Stantec, the architects overseeing the project, went to great
lengths to ensure the building was tailored to fit in to the largely
residential setting of the neighborhood, and endeavored to
blend the prairie home-style of the area with the needs of a
busy Almost Home Kids.
“We are thrilled to partner with OSF HealthCare Children’s
Hospital of Illinois to be able to bring our vital program to
Central Illinois and be so convenient to families like Ben’s” said
Debbie Grisko, AHK’s president and executive director.
“It is without a doubt greatly needed, and after an enormous
amount of due diligence and careful consideration, we have
taken the best elements of Naperville and Chicago to develop
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Back patio at AHK Peoria

the ideal Almost Home Kids. We are absolutely delighted
with the results of this gorgeous new home.”

Volunteers: In Their Own Words

Rena Lovato Chicago Volunteer of the Quarter Sept 2018

Volunteer of the Quarter: Rena Lovato
Chicago, Fall 2018
Becca Wallig Naperville Volunteer of the Quarter Sept 2018 & Elisabeth

Volunteer of the Quarter: Becca Wallig
Naperville, Fall 2018
Becca Wallig is a remarkable volunteer at our Naperville site.
She joined our volunteer program the summer after her first
year of medical school at Midwestern University (Downers
Grove). Becca came with so much enthusiasm and was willing
to help wherever she was needed. Along with volunteering a
couple times a week as a Recreational Volunteer, Becca also
volunteered to water our outdoor plants all summer long, twice
a week, as a part of our outdoor summer volunteer team.
Almost Home Kids is grateful for all Becca does for AHK!
How and when did you come to be involved with
Almost Home Kids? I started in May 2018 when I was looking
for a place to spend my free summer hours.
What is the most enjoyable and rewarding aspect
of your work at AHK? The smiles. All those chubby
cheeked smiles.
Does your volunteer role give you the chance to use
talents that you love sharing? Or to build new skills you’re
glad to have? Not that I was a Grinch before… but I truly feel
like my heart has grown three sizes! I have certainly gotten
better at laughing, being present in the moment, and not taking
myself too seriously.
Would you recommend AHK to friends as a good place
to volunteer? Absolutely! It’s like fruit and veggies for the
soul—gives me energy for the rest of the week!

Rena Lovato is one of our awesome volunteers at our Chicago
site. She has been volunteering since 2016 and we are so
fortunate to have her on our team! Rena has donated over 100
hours of volunteering to AHK. She is so compassionate with
each and every one of the children she has the opportunity to
volunteer with. Staff appreciates her consistency in coming
each week. We are thankful Rena has chosen to share some of
her day each week at AHK.
How and when did you come to be involved with
Almost Home Kids? A nurse at Lurie Children’s Hospital
PICU where I also volunteer, mentioned AHK to me. I looked
at the AHK website and I reached out to the Volunteer
Coordinator in 2016. I felt it was a good adjunct to the
volunteering work I was doing at Lurie’s.
What is the most enjoyable and rewarding aspect of your
work at AHK The most enjoyable part is seeing the children
smile when I play with them. I was playing with a little girl who
was 2 years old and the nurse commented to me that she
hadn’t seen her smile that much since she had come to AHK. I
had another girl who was 4 and she started crying when I left
because she didn’t want me to leave. I also LOVE holding the
babies!! A rewarding part for me is the praise I get from some of
the nurses for their gratitude for my presence. I am a nurse and
know what it’s like to have someone hang out with your patient
and keep them happy for a couple hours so they can attend to
other clinical things.
Does your volunteer role give you the chance to use
talents that you love sharing? Or to build new skills you’re
glad to have? My volunteering role definitely allows me to use
my caring role that I get from being a nurse when I play with
the children. Since I work at Northwestern and care for adult
patients, it also gives me a chance to learn about caring for
children.
Would you recommend AHK to friends as a good place to
volunteer? I definitely would recommend AHK as a place to
volunteer and already have! I get so much joy from playing with
the kids and holding babies that it warms my heart.

almosthomekids.org
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Our Community
Considering an IRA Donation?

“ It’s so important to our family to
help people in need. Almost Home
Kids makes such a difference in
children’s lives, and for their
parents too. Planning our gifts to
charity has been very rewarding ”
Mary & Bill Neustadt,
past Chairman AHK Board of Directors
For many of us, our greatest asset, apart from perhaps our
home, is our IRA or other retirement plan. The IRA holds
this distinction because Congress designed it to encourage
investment and future growth.
But as the assets in your IRA grow, so do the taxes that will be
owed in the future. When your children or grandchildren receive
the assets in your IRA, they also receive the burden of the taxes
due on them.
This can seriously diminish their inheritance and result in
disappointment for you and for them. The good news is there
are ways to plan for your IRA to deliver all its expected benefits
with as few taxes as possible. We can give you some ideas to
discuss with your accountant, your financial advisor, and your
attorney. These will ensure that your family and your legacy
benefit while minimizing taxes for everyone.

Mary and Bill Neustadt

As you provide for your family in your estate plans, be sure to
consider the smartest way to pass assets to your heirs. Think
about giving them something other than IRA assets.  Also, you
might think about giving away your unused IRA assets, so the
assets will be passed with no tax due. When you give your
assets to a qualified tax-exempt organization like Almost Home
Kids, we receive 100% of your IRA proceeds.
However, we would never recommend giving your IRA to us
without also emphasizing there are other assets and ways to
provide for your family without negative tax consequences.  
Some of the best assets to give your children include your
stocks or home. These assets step-up to fair market value in
your estate, and can be sold later with little or no tax due.
Call or email us to learn more about the variety of ways you can
pass on assets to your family and to the causes you love in the
most beneficial ways for all concerned.
Please contact Raeann Olsen-Jackson at
rjackson@almosthomekids.org or 312-282-7081.
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Giovanni & Amy, AHK Social Worker

It’s On - Are You In?

Giving Tuesday is November 27, 2018. It’s described as a
“movement” in philanthropic circles to encourage early giving
to kick off the holiday season. It occurs after Thanksgiving,
Black Friday and Cyber Monday. Please mark your calendar
for this important day. Any gift made on-line on 11/27 only,
will be matched dollar-for-dollar by Skender Foundation.
The Coleman Foundation is also matching any gift over
$175 made on-line from 11/1 – 11/27. Don’t miss this
opportunity to double your impact!

Lavar and Terri from Leepfrog Therapy sharing a smile

Visit www.give.almosthomekids.org/donate

Federal Employee CFC

St Scholastica students helped with the landscaping in Naperville

JD saying bye to AHK staff

Are you a federal worker? You can show some love for children
with special healthcare needs by giving to Almost Home
Kids through the CFC workplace giving program. Retirees
can participate too! Be sure to look for us in the upcoming
enrollment period, our designation number is 79874.

Cassidy enjoyed being outside with child life and nursing staff

almosthomekids.org
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Getting Involved with AHK
Summertime Fun with AHK
This past summer was highlighted by unique and memorable
events benefitting Almost Home Kids in Chicago and Naperville.  
Wine and film lovers convened on a lovely evening in June
at Larkin Hall in the Fulton Market District of Chicago for
our Summer Tasting Soirée. Guests sampled fine wines from
across the globe, and mingled with the Director Jason Wise
and Producer Christine Wise of SOMM – a critically acclaimed
documentary series on wine and all of its complexities.
On July 4th weekend, Almost Home Kids once again provided
an enthusiastic crew of volunteers for Naperville Exchange
Club’s annual RibFest.  This is our sixth year providing a group of
volunteers to serve beer and soda to the annual event’s thirsty
patrons. Providing those many volunteer hours has made an
impact at Almost Home Kids, as we have been awarded more
than $12,000 from the Naperville Exchange Club over the years.

Volunteers from Almost Home Kids at Naperville’s RibFest

Our second annual Cocktails for a Cause on August 23, 2018
was once again a rousing success thanks to a great committee
and fabulous night on the Chicago River. Kevin Shea, an AHK
Parent, eloquently addressed the crowd of business colleagues,
AHK staff and friends to share how AHK has impacted his
family’s life, and how the support of his colleagues makes such a
difference to our mission.
Since no summer is complete without some fun in the sun,
we closed out the summer events with a beautiful Friday in
September for our 8th annual Golf Marathon at Zigfield Troy.

Nursing staff with Kevin and Kathy Shea at Cocktails for a Cause

Community support is vital to our mission and we are thrilled to
offer diverse events that not only raise significant funds for AHK,
but also spread awareness for our mission to new friends and
neighbors throughout the Chicagoland area.

Share the Care Ball, An Evening in Paris
The romance and glamour of Paris was on full display at the
Drake Hotel on October 26, 2018 as we celebrated our seventh
annual Share the Care Ball, An Evening in Paris. Co-Chairs, Suzi
Bramson Brooks and Jen Horsley, along with their talented
committee, treated guests to an unforgettable Parisian
Share the Care Honorees with Debbie Grisko & Board Chairman Josh Prangley
experience as guests perused our silent auction, enjoyed French
themed entertainment and danced the night away to the
Upcoming Events
incomparable Ken Arlen Evolution Orchestra. Event honorees,
Rebel Roberts and Grant Thornton, inspired attendees to support
Shamrock Shuffle
our cause in extraordinary ways. Paige Richards, an AHK parent,
03/23/19 at Grant Park, Chicago 9:00 AM
left not a dry eye in the ballroom as she described her family’s
Join Team AHK as an individual, or select to start a team and
life-changing experience with Almost Home Kids.
recruit friends or family to make a difference at Almost Home
Kids. Email Liza to sign up: elarsen@almosthomekids.org  

Naperville Gala
4/12/19 at Embassy Suites, Naperville at 6:30 PM
Save the Date for our annual gala in the western suburbs.

6

Children’s Supplies Wish List:
(items must be new, please)
• Baby wipes, unscented or for sensitive skin
(we use about 1,000 boxes annually)
• Unscented Baby Lotion & Baby Wash
• Ilex diaper cream (tubes)
• Batteries for toys (AA, AAA, C & D)
• Boppy cushions and covers
• Evenflo 8 oz Baby bottles (non-breakable)
• Night light toys (Glow worm, etc.)
• Graco Pace Click Connect Stroller, 3-wheel design

House Supplies Wish List:
• Sony Cyber-shot DSC-RX100 Camera (x2 - Naperville
& Chicago)
• $20 gift cards from Target for parents taking the time
to complete IRB Study Survey
• Keurig 2.0 K-Cup Coffee packs
(for clinical staff, family members & guests)
• USPS First Class Stamps

More Ways to Get Involved
We are always open to new and creative forms of fundraising
and community involvement. If you have an ideas, please
contact Liza Larsen at elarsen@almosthomekids.org.

Juan & Katie, AHK Child Life Specialist

Olliviah enjoys therapy through play

Cassidy with volunteer Denise

almosthomekids.org
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Affiliated with

7 South 721 Route 53
Naperville, IL 60540

		
Our mission at Almost Home Kids is to provide transitional care in a home-like setting to children
with complicated health needs, training for their families and respite care.
Board of Directors
Josh Prangley, Chair
Theresa Danko, Vice Chair
Praveen Adhi
Julia Chappell
Brenda Davis
Yonhee Gordon
Deborah A. Grisko
Michael Hoffman
Jen Horsley
Marty Koehler
Richard A. Mark
Matthew Mullarkey
Bill Neustadt
Paula Noble
Kyle Olson
Christopher Schenkenberg
Michelle Stephenson
Marita Sullivan
President’s Council
Jen Horsley, Chair
Marty Koehler, Chair
Dan Ault, Vice Chair
Georganne Binnie
Paul Bogdanski
Julia Chappell
Theresa Danko
Carley Diedrich
Angela Figg
Sheila Gallagher
Josette Goldberg
Karen Goodman
Yonhee Gordon
Kimberly Grove
Bregan Herrold
Michael Hoffman
Paul Jesinskis
Carolyn M. Johnson
Ann Karch
Bethany Keown
Richard A. Mark
Matthew Mullarkey
Bill Neustadt

Contact us at 630.271.9155 or visit
our website at almosthomekids.org

President’s Council Cont’d
Paula Noble
Katie Ossman
Christopher Schenkenberg
Susan J. Schwartz
Marita Sullivan
Matt Szeghy
Sarah Tromans
Kathy Wennerstrum
Blair Whitman
Key Staff
Deborah A. Grisko, RN,
  President and Executive Director
Administrative:
Rochelle Howard, Sr. Director Business Operations
Lindsay Rawlings, Sr. Affiliation Project Manager
Raeann Olsen-Jackson, Director of Development
Judith McLean,
  Director of Marketing & Communications
Denise Nora,
  Director of Business Development & Strategy
Gail Linhart, Director of Operations
Lindsey Smith, Program Coordinator
Lisa Snow, Community Outreach Coordinator
Liza Larsen, Special Events Coordinator
Clinical:
Peter J. Smith, MD, MA, AHK Chicago,
  Medical Director
Ann Karch, MD, AHK Naperville,
  Interim Medical Director
Mike Hoffman, MD,
  Associate Interim Medical Director
Amy Galetti, MSN, RN, FNP-C,
  Director of Nursing
Layenie Anderson, RN, CCM, BA
  Director of Case Management
Writers, Editors and Key Contributors:
Carolanne Maksimowicz, Judith McLean, Lisa Snow,
Liza Larsen, Raeann Olsen-Jackson, Vita Lerner,
Lindsey Smith

“Like” us on Facebook
for daily Almost Home Kids updates!

