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The Littlest Rose
When Antonio Laynez heard his wife cry out in pain one morning
last March, he felt a moment of confusion.
“It couldn’t be the baby,” he remembers thinking. Ana was just
23 weeks pregnant with their first child. “But I quickly saw what
was happening and called 911.”
Their daughter, Rosamaria, arrived at Carle Memorial Hospital in
Urbana weighing only 1 pound 7 ounces. Doctors immediately
intubated her to enable breathing. Her skin was so delicate that
her parents could not touch her. “It was the most difficult time
you can imagine,” Antonio says.
The couple struggled to understand their newborn daughter’s
condition. As natives of Guatemala, they speak a rare dialect
of Mayan. Antonio, who came to the U.S. in 2004, also speaks
Spanish and English, but with so many medical terms coming
at him, he found it hard to translate for Ana.
Friends at the Apostolic Life Church in Champaign, where
Antonio works full-time, helped with meals and support so he
could take a leave of absence. After two months, Rosamaria
moved to the NICU at Ann and Robert H. Lurie Children’s
Hospital of Chicago, where doctors placed a tracheostomy and
treated her for diabetes insipidus, a condition affecting fluid
balances throughout the body.
In late 2017 Almost Home Kids welcomed Rosamaria and
took on the challenge of teaching her parents to handle her
trach, feeding tube and diabetes care. “There are no medical
translators who speak their dialect of Mayan,” explains Social
Worker Molly Kim, “so we’ve taken a team approach. Antonio
learns in English and Spanish with Ana observing, and he
translates for her.”

Jen (RN) working with Antonio and Ana Laynez during a checkup for Rosamaria

Visual learning has worked well, says AHK Staff Nurse Amera
Al-Ali. “We draw a lot of pictures! It’s a constant triangle of
communication. Since Antonio’s work schedule only allows him
to be here for two weeks of every month, we are very focused
in our sessions.”
Amera says she felt a surge of satisfaction the first time she
watched the couple disconnect Rosamaria’s equipment from
the wall and move the child and equipment to the other side of
the bed. “Just to be able to provide them with comfort, skill and
confidence to do a safe transfer is so rewarding.”
Rosamaria now weighs a healthy 18 pounds and is nearly ready
to make the journey home. As the family celebrates her first
year of life, they are reflecting on all they have learned together.

“When we came here, we needed
emotional support as much as
medical training,” Antonio says.
“Almost Home Kids gave love not
only to our child, but to us too.
We are so grateful.”
almosthomekids.org
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Our Family
Transitioning Home
As Odette and Wilkins get ready to transition their son, Avery
Marc, home for the very first time, Preferred Home Health
Respiratory Therapist Roma Weiland remarks on how well
prepared the family is thanks to their training at AHK. “The
families transitioning their child home through AHK are more
than 90% better prepared than those going home directly
from the hospital,” she says. “It is a significant difference.”
Avery was born prematurely and was transferred to Ann &
Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago following
chronic respiratory failure and the need for a tracheostomy.
He spent almost a year in hospital as his doctors stabilized
his respiratory difficulties and looked for ways to transition
him home. The Marc family live in Pontiac, Illinois and have
been faced with a prolonged stay during each stage of their
son’s medical journey due to a shortage of in-home nurses.
They had heard about AHK from their case manager, and
were keen to transition Avery there when he was ready.

Avery with his mom and siblings

Avery with his parents and the AHK Naperville staff

Avery with his parents, Odette and Wilkins

Once Avery transitioned to AHK, it was a big relief for the
family, since he was now much closer to home. Pretty soon
mom saw some definite gains in his development– getting
regular PT and interactions with volunteers and clinical staff
definitely made the difference. “[AHK ] has been amazing –
the nursing staff have shown so much love and care –they
are like family,” said mom.
Preferred Home Health are the family’s chosen in-home
health provider and has arranged for the transition home to
go smoothly. Amy Gelsomino, the company’s Pediatric
Clinical Director, stressed that the challenges are significant
as the requisite home-health RNs are just not that readily
available in this rural area. “We [Preferred] struggled to find
nurses who were in the Pontiac area and who would work for
lower pay than they would receive in hospitals or other acute
settings. Our nurses are very hard working and dedicated to
providing exceptional care and actually become a part of the
family” she says.
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At Almost Home Kids mom and dad have completed their
training in Avery’s medical care, and feel very confident and
comfortable in his care. They are fortunate that Preferred
finally succeeded in identifying the nursing they will need.
“We are ready–the 24 hour stay where the clinical staff make
sure we know what we are doing was really helpful. It
reinforced that we are ready to care for Avery at home, and
know exactly what to do in any emergency,” says mom.
“Parents need to know that coming to AHK can really help in
so many ways. We have been given nursing skills that will
help us care properly for Avery, and the confidence to bring
him home.”
It’s always a bittersweet moment when families transition
their child home. Amy Bramwell, AHK Social Worker explains
more. “I have been inspired by the level of courage and
bravery demonstrated by Avery’s parents from day one.
Parents come to us on what I imagine to be an
overwhelmingly, apprehensive journey and leave us with
confidence, smiles, and a presence that is remarkable!
Avery’s family has been dear to AHK and there has been
nothing more rewarding to see than their family going home.”
Avery’s dad added, “No man is an island, and when you as a
family are faced with caring for a child who has all these
complications, you come to rely on help and support, and
most importantly love, from many different places– our
church gives that love and support in our community, as has
everyone at Almost Home Kids. They are like a second family
and it’s what makes the difference. We are blessed to have
this in our lives.”

Volunteers: In Their Own Words

Volunteer Bethany Goralski with Anna

Volunteer of the Quarter: Bethany Goralski
Chicago, Spring 2018

Volunteer Sue Korsgard with Cassidy

Volunteer of the Quarter: Sue Korsgard
Naperville, Spring 2018
How and when did you come to be involved with Almost Home
Kids? I first learned about AHK through my work at UIC/Division of
Specialized Care for Children. Many children on the Medicaid Waiver
spend time at AHK for Transition or Respite care. I knew AHK was a
special place because of the home-like setting and the caring staff of
nurses and administrative professionals that surround the children.
Tell us about your first day as a volunteer at AHK. My first day
volunteering was approximately 10 years ago so of course those
memories are fuzzy but I do know that I was happy to help in any way I
could. Sometimes that was playing with the children and other times e
refrigerator! All I know is that I was happy doing whatever staff needed
and it was fun & rewarding which is why I keep coming back!
What is the most enjoyable and rewarding aspect of your work
at AHK? Parents can take comfort knowing that if they cannot get to
AHK as often as they’d like because of work and family commitments
that their child is receiving a lot of TLC and attention from the
wonderful volunteers! I always look forward to spending time at AHK
because it is such a happy & nurturing place.
Does your volunteer role give you the chance to use talents that
you love sharing? Or to build new skills you’re glad to have?
It is a great volunteer job because to me there are no special skills
required— just the desire to have fun reading to little children, rocking
a baby, playing with a toddler or hanging out with a teen making their
day better!
Would you recommend AHK to friends as a good place to
volunteer? Anyone who wants to brighten their day should consider
volunteering at Almost Home Kids!

almosthomekids.org

How and when did you come to be involved with Almost Home
Kids? I started volunteering at Almost Home Kids in December of
2013. I had just finished my pediatric rotation in nursing school and
had fallen in love with taking care of children. I was looking for a way to
continue my passion of taking care of children. A friend of my parents
who was a pediatric cancer survivor mentioned Almost Home Kids to
me at one point and I decided to look into it.
Tell us about your first day as a volunteer at AHK. The only
thing I remember about my first day as a volunteer was that it was
recommended at our volunteer orientation that we start with a 1
hour shift to volunteer on our first time. It turns out I was a little
disappointed that I was only there for 1 hour because I loved it so much
so I came back the next day and stayed for two hours (which I think
was only like one or two days before Christmas too)!
What is the most enjoyable and rewarding aspect of your
work at AHK The most enjoyable part of volunteering at AHK for
me is seeing the children smile when I play with them. I was playing
with a little girl one time who was about 2 years old and the nurse
commented to me that she hadn’t seen her smile that much since she
had come to AHK. I had another girl who was about 4 and had been
at the Naperville location for respite care and she started crying when
I left because she didn’t want me to leave. I also LOVE holding the
babies!! A rewarding part for me is the praise I get from some of the
nurses for their gratitude for my presence. I am a nurse and know what
it’s like to have someone hang out with your patient and keep them
happy for a couple hours so they can attend to other clinical things.
Does your volunteer role give you the chance to use talents that
you love sharing? Or to build new skills you’re glad to have?
My volunteering role definitely allows me to use my caring role that I
get from being a nurse when I play with the children. Since I work at
Northwestern and care for adult patients, it also gives me a chance
to learn about caring for children. And since I work in an ICU, I see
trached and ventilated patients on a daily basis which allows me to feel
comfortable when I’m volunteering at AHK.
Would you recommend AHK to friends as a good place to
volunteer? I definitely would recommend AHK as a place to volunteer
and already have! I get so much joy from playing with the kids and
holding babies that it warms my heart.
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Our Community
Our New Program: Become a Sustainer Donor
Your financial support makes an impact. Here are a few
examples of how your monthly gift changes lives:
$10: Your support helps to ensure daily essentials such as
diapers, supplies and formula are always available for the
children in our care.
$25: Safe, reliable transportation gives families one less thing
to worry about. Your gift helps to provide gas cards, parking
vouchers or public transit passes for those with no access to a
motor vehicle.
$50: Therapy tools such as art and craft supplies, adaptive toys
and sensory books allow children to express themselves through
art and play. Our Child Life Specialist and volunteers use these
supplies as part of their interactions with the children in our care
and their siblings.
$100: Adaptive equipment like positioning wedges, mats
and chairs are vitally important to help provide the most
comfortable positioning assistance to each child. Your gift helps
us provide this much needed support.

Volunteer Luke with Cassidy

Please help us sustain the lives of the children we serve
by providing them the essential medical care and supplies
they need. There are 3 safe, easy ways:
• Log on to give.almosthomekids.org/sustainer and set up
monthly giving on a credit card.
• Log on to give.almosthomekids.org/sustainer and set up
monthly giving automatically from your checking account by
choosing “direct debit” (this option saves us transactional fees).
• Use your bank’s website to set up a monthly transaction (this
option saves us transactional fees).
Set it and forget it—but we won’t! You’ll receive a year end
summary to help with your taxes, and periodic updates on how
your gift has made a difference. The most important benefit
is knowing that your contributions are improving the lives of
amazing children.
If you have any questions, please call Raeann Olsen-Jackson,
Director of Development at 312.282.7081 or email at
rjackson@almosthomekids.org.

Florence (Lead CNA) with Phoenix
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GT Gives Back

AHK Pilots New Program

Grant Thornton employees visiting Almost Home Kids

For nearly 7 years, executives from Grant Thornton (GT)
have been involved at Almost Home Kids in a strategic and
meaningful way. We have seen firsthand the power of bringing
different backgrounds and experiences into our home and the
dynamic and innovative volunteer environment that results.
In the early years, GT employees first participated in our Golf
Marathon, completing 100 holes and raising money for the
cause. This year marks the 6th year that they have attended
the golf event and we really appreciate their consistent support.
The company has also provided corporate sponsorship for
our signature black tie event, The Share the Care Ball, which
includes introductions to important new supporters.
GT employees have participated in a few Story Hours with
our children which is a great way to have one-on-one time
with the children reading books, engaging them in play
with toys or simply cuddling with the infants. This is such a
rewarding experience for both our children and Grant Thornton
employees. The children and staff really look forward to their
visits. Corporate volunteers always walk away knowing they’ve
accomplished needed projects while they also hone their team
building skills.
Grant Thornton Partner, Chris Schenkenberg serves on AHK’s
Board of Directors and Paul Bogdanski, GT Director, volunteers
on AHK’s President’s Council. Each have been dedicated
advocates within the audit and tax company to recruit others
with a heart for children’s healthcare. While out in the community,
Chris and Paul often make strategic introductions to Almost
Home Kids and advocate for children with medical complexities.
They are truly wonderful ambassadors for our mission.
For the second year in a row, Grant Thornton has organized a
team of executives to run in the Shamrock Shuffle, an 8K which
celebrates the beginning of running season. Giving back to the
community is a value that permeates GT’s corporate culture and
is embedded in their values and behaviors.

almosthomekids.org

Amera (RN) with Anna

Our Physical Therapy program launched in 2014 and today
we are enhancing the program by adding Speech Therapy. Our
community-based model of care brings therapies directly to
children to remove any barrier to receiving the services. Children
identified with speech-language and/or feeding/swallowing
challenges during their stay at any of our 30 referring hospitals
often receive evaluations and intervention from a speechlanguage pathologist in the hospital setting. Today we are
piloting the ability to provide speech-language and feeding or
swallowing services at our home in Naperville.
Early identification will lead to improved outcomes. Interventions
focused on functional communication in a developmentally
appropriate way can be shared and taught. Functional
communication skills are forms of behavior that express needs,
wants, feelings, and preferences that others can understand.
Since the majority of children staying at AHK are non-verbal,
this will help parents and caregivers learn to communicate with
their child.
Our Speech Therapist also focuses on identifying the safest
feeding plan, increasing the tolerance of oral intake, increasing
successful transition to more feedings by mouth and less
reliance on alternate feeding sources like nasogastric tube and
gastrostomy tube.
Thank you to FT Cares Foundation and Northwestern Medicine
Foundation for their grants to this important program. Speech
Therapy is the next step in building the continuum of care in
the community for children with medical complexities. If you
would like to support this new initiative, please contact
Raeann Olsen-Jackson, rjackson@almosthomekids.org or
312.282.7081.
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Getting Involved with AHK
Past Events
Shake, Rattle & Roll
We took a journey back in time to the fabulous 50’s for our 17th annual
Naperville gala ‘Shake, Rattle & Roll’ on April 20, 2018. Co-Chairs Sheila
Gallagher and Yonhee Gordon and their talented committee planned an
exciting evening of retro fun and classic entertainment at the Embassy
Suites in Naperville, highlighted by EmCee Harris Kal (“Happy Days”)
and performances by the Arlingtones and Rick Lindy and the Wild Ones.
Awardees Bethany Keown (Share the Care Champion) and First Midwest
Bank (Distinguished Donor) inspired the crowd to engage with the
mission of AHK, and Carolyn and Emma Lynch shared a touching story
of how Almost Home Kids has made an indelible impact on their family.
More than 340 guests enjoyed a fun and impactful evening, raising
almost $140,000 for AHK Naperville!

Josh Prangley (far left) and Deborah Grisko (far right) with awardees Bethany
Keown (center left) and Carly Diedrich from First Midwest Bank (center right)

Carolyn and Emma with Christopher

Shake, Rattle & Roll Organizing Committee

Upcoming Events
No Place Like Home
May 11, 2018 at Apogee
AHK Young Associates Board members present “No Place Like Home”,
a swanky cocktail event to kick off rooftop season in Chicago at
Apogee, atop the Dana Hotel in River North. Dress to impress and enjoy
creative cocktails and apps, as well as live entertainment and raffle, all
benefitting the children and families of AHK Chicago.
Summer Tasting Soirée
June 14, 2018 at Larkin Hall
This one is for the wine lovers! Sample fine wines and learn behind
the scenes secrets from Jason Wise (Director) and Christina Tucker
(Producer) about their highly acclaimed documentary series Somm.
Spend the evening interacting with oenophiles and old and new friends
of AHK Chicago amid the urban elegance of Larkin Hall in the Fulton
Market District... cheers!
Naperville Exchange Club’s Ribfest
July 7, 2018 700 S West St, Naperville, IL 60540
Summer is almost here which means we are gearing up for the Naperville
Exchange Club’s 31st Annual Ribfest event! This will be the 7th year AHK
has put together a crew of volunteers to work a beer tent shift which
will allow us to apply for a portion of the proceeds from event. We have
committed to bringing 24 volunteers for our shift on Saturday, July
7th from 3:30pm to 10:00pm. You do need to be at least 21 years old
and be able to volunteer for the entire shift. It’s a busy but fun night
surrounded by good BBQ, music and fun volunteers! Email Lisa Snow at
lsnow@almosthomekids.org for more details and to sign up to volunteer.
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Cocktails for a Cause
August 23, 2018 at River Roast
Watch the sun set on the Chicago River at our second annual “Cocktails
for a Cause” at River Roast. Spearheaded by Kevin Shea, whose son
Danny stays at AHK for respite, and his colleague and President Council
Member Angela Figg as a way of engaging their colleagues in the
securities trading industry around an important local cause, this casual
evening on the river is the perfect way to spend a summer evening.
Golf Marathon
September 14, 2018 at Zigfield Troy Par 3 Golf Course
What is a Golf Marathon? Not as strenuous as it sounds! Play 100 golf
balls on the 9 hole, Par 3 golf course in Woodridge, and ask friends and
associates to support you at $1 a hole or whatever they can. This event is
a fun and profitable way to spread awareness and raise significant funds for
Almost Home Kids. Many of our participants come back year after year to
work on their short game and make a difference for the kids at AHK. Join
them by contacting Liza Larsen at elarsen@almosthomekids.org to learn
more about getting involved!
Share the Care Ball, An Evening in Paris
October 26, 2018 at The Drake Hotel
Step into the old world elegance of Paris right here in Chicago at our 7th
annual Share the Care Ball at The Drake Hotel! Led once again by the
talented Suzan Bramson Brooks and Jen Horsley, our signature black-tie
gala will feature luxurious silent and live auction as well as some delightful
Parisian surprises. Save the date!

Children’s Supplies Wish List:
(items must be new, please)
• Baby wipes, unscented or for sensitive skin
(we use about 1,000 boxes annually)
• Unscented Baby Lotion & Baby Wash
• Ilex diaper cream (tubes)
• Batteries for toys (AA, AAA, C & D)
• Boppy cushions and covers
• Evenflo 8 oz Baby bottles (non-breakable)
• Night light toys (Glow worm, etc.)
• Graco Pace Click Connect Stroller, 3-wheel design
• 4moms MamaRoo Infant Seat - Grey Classic
(Toys R Us, $239)

House Supplies Wish List:
• iPad for children’s games, books and child life specialist
• Gift cards in any denomination to help purchase supplies
(Target, Walgreens, Staples, Visa/Amex)
• Bounty Paper towels (30-40 rolls are used monthly)
• Laundry detergent - “ALL Ultra Free Clear Liquid” brand
• 7th Generation dish soap
• Keurig 2.0 K-Cup Coffee packs
(for clinical staff, family members & guests)
• Rubbermaid plastic Mixer-mate bottles, 2 quart size
(to hold formula)
• Boxes of Aloe Vera Kleenex
(30-40 boxes are used each month)
• Colorful fitted crib sheets (300 thread count or above)
• Solid color fitted twin sheets and pillowcases
• Hand sanitizer (8oz or 12oz)

More Ways to Get Involved
We are always open to new and creative forms of fundraising
and community involvement. If you have an ideas, please
contact Liza Larsen at elarsen@almosthomekids.org.

almosthomekids.org

Jonathan with Jennifer, a Keith Veselik, MD, Medical Education Program student

Josie Brown and her family with their donations to AHK
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Affiliated with

7 South 721 Route 53
Naperville, IL 60540

		
Our mission at Almost Home Kids is to provide transitional care in a home-like setting
to children with complicated health needs, training for their families and respite care.
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