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Soyi’s Journey to AHK and Home
When the Kong family began the process of moving from
California back to Illinois, their biggest concern centered
around how to safely move their bright, happy daughter, Soyi,
and ensure she had a comfortable home when she arrived.
Soyi, who has Trisomy 18, is non-ambulatory and vent
dependent, making a cross-country move a bit more
challenging for the family of seven.
“For a long time, I thought I would have to find a way to take her
myself with all of the medical equipment and special handling
with the airlines,” her father, Bryant, said. “We have done it
before and it nearly killed her due to the fact that I didn’t know
how to treat her when things were getting bad.”
Thankfully, the Kong family found a support system of
caregivers and medical professionals from Almost Home Kids
and AngelMedFlight.
“It was really easy and really smooth and all because of the
care, dedication, and utter professionalism of AngelMedFlight,”
her father said of the move.
Since arriving in Chicago, Soyi and her family have received
transitional care and compassion through AHK.

Soyi with Ashley (RN)

“AHK has been amazing in not just the care of my daughter,
but also in the way they prepare parents, guide parents, and
also treat parents who might be overwhelmed and stressed
with all that having a child with medical complexities entails”
Bryant said.
As they settle into their new home city, the family now looks
forward to spending time with Soyi. In fact, because of the
current COVID-19 pandemic, Soyi’s four siblings had previously
been unable to visit her for nearly nine months.
“We have been hoping and wanting Soyi to be at home with
the family,” Soyi’s father said. “To be honest, we don’t know
how long we’ll have her for, so we wanted the blessing for her
to be surrounded by family and feel the daily love that she in
some ways has been missing even if we visited her every day
at a facility.”
With the care and support provided by AHK, the family knows
Soyi will flourish with her family by her side.
“She brightens up anybody who meets her with her cute smile
and the infectious joy she has for others,” her father said. “We
hope that Soyi is just able to thrive and feel loved and engaged
with the whole family and build great memories together.”
Soyi going home!
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Our Family
Our Team
We asked our clinical team what has it been like at AHK
during the pandemic and how are the kids?

Crystal Topcik, Manager of Patient Care Operations
(AHK Naperville)
“Things have been busy, but we have been having so much fun
caring for the kids and their families time is flying by! The kids
are doing great!”

Alex Schober, AHK Child Life Specialist
“Working during this pandemic has been different and kept me
very busy! We’re truly missing our volunteers and all the fun and
stimulation they bring to our kiddos. I’ve been working to fill all
the fun they bring to AHK.”
Bridget Hubbell, RN (AHK Chicago)
“I’m so impressed by the resilience of our team members
and it’s so remarkable to keep the kids smiling during these
uncertain times.”
Amy Bramwell, Social Worker (AHK Naperville)
“To watch our country and community undergo a national
pandemic and witness individuals lose their jobs, families lose
financial security and housing, and then to see the number of
volunteers come forward to donate supporting our Wish List has
been overwhelming. The generosity AHK has experienced is not
unnoticed or unforgettable. Thank you deeply! Watching families
adjust to visitor restrictions and maintain composure through
a rather stressful time has been more than admirable. Their
love, dedication, and drive to get their child home has been so
meaningful to witness.”
Dr. Lindsay Skibley, Medical Director (Chicago)
“I am honored to be a member of the family here at Almost
Home Kids! We are a team of dedicated nurses, physicians,
and staff who all have a passion for caring for children with
medical complexities.”

Jahari and Camille-Kaye Libunao (Manager of Patient Care Operations)

Stephanie Wiegert, APRN (AHK Naperville)
“It’s been quieter at AHK during the pandemic, as our volunteers
haven’t been able to come and our visitor policy has had to be
strict. While this is all necessary to ensure safety, we miss our
volunteers! The kids still have been able to work with our Child
Life Specialist and have the providers and nurses who love to
play with them though!”
Camille-Kaye Libunao, Manager of Patient Care Operations
(AHK Chicago)
“To be a part of such a strong, supportive and motivated team is
what drives us to be the best that we can be for the children in
our care and their families.”
Cecilia Gallo, RN (AHK Naperville)
“We miss our volunteers, but all the kids have been great and
staying healthy. All of the children in our care are growing and
developing daily. It’s wonderful and so fun to see their progress!”
Britney Whitehead, CNA (AHK Chicago)
“I’m amazed by how close we all have gotten as a work family
these past 6 months.”
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Dr. Skibley and Jahari

Our Volunteers
Volunteer of the quarter
Chicago
Isabel Fiore has been a champion of Almost Home Kids since
becoming a Recreational Volunteer at our Chicago site in
2018. Isabel is a mother of two children. Her son had medical
complexities and spent his first 5 months in the NICU and is now
a thriving high school senior, so she thoroughly understands our
mission. Although her family commitments have temporarily
taken her out of the rotation to volunteer with our children,
she is still compassionate about supporting our mission. Isabel
is a member of Pitch Your Peers (PYP) which is a grant-giving
charitable organization that was newly formed in the Chicago
area in 2019. PYP gives back to the community by giving
the members the opportunity to pitch the charity they are
passionate about to the group for a vote on grant recipients. It’s
like a Shark Tank…for charities! Because of Isabel’s enthusiastic
nomination we were fortunate to receive funding from the
group thanks to Isabel’s pitch! The awards ceremony was held
virtually this year, but the excitement was still very present! We
are privileged to acknowledge Isabel as our Chicago Volunteer
of the Quarter!

Naperville
During the pandemic we really miss the help of our corporate
groups that volunteer to assist us with household projects
inside and out. John Blacketor, CEO at Executive Construction,
Inc. who has generously supported AHK for many years,
reached out to us and offered to send a team to our Naperville
site to help with the long list of painting projects, small
carpentry repairs and updates to our facility. The Executive
Construction Foundation prides itself on giving back to their
community by having employees engage in service hours for
vulnerable populations and front-line workers. Jeff and Drue
spent many hours tackling these tasks and were a tremendous
help! We are happy to recognize the Executive Construction
Foundation as our Naperville Volunteer of the Quarter!

Volunteer of the Quarter - Executive Construction Foundation

Volunteer of the Quarter - Isabel Fiore, Pitch your Peers
almosthomekids.org

Florence (Lead CNA) and Amanda (RN) with a message for our volunteers
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Our Donors
Trending: Donor Advised Funds
There are many ways you can help Almost Home Kids. You can
provide goods, donate your time or give money. A popular
and powerful way to donate to your favorite charity is through
a donor advised fund (DAF). A DAF is a charitable donation
vehicle which allows you to make a contribution of cash or
appreciated securities (generally stock) to the Fund and then
advise it to make grants to your designated charity.
The benefits of using this type of fund include:
Immediate tax savings
Tax free growth
Capital gains avoidance
Minimize reporting requirement
If you are interested in setting up a DAF, there are many
community foundations and financial services companies who
operate them. One stipulation to keep in mind is that you
cannot use DAFs to satisfy a pledge or to purchase a table/
tickets to a charity event. For more information, please
contact Raeann Jackson rjackson@almosthomekids.org
or 312-282-7081.

Julie & Jon Neustadt

\\

“We set up a donor advised fund at
Fidelity Charitable a few years ago
which allowed us to take advantage of
tax-free growth and increase support
to charities like AHK. Being able to
designate grants all online makes it
easy. It’s a great tool to benefit the
causes close to your heart.”
Julie & Jon Neustadt
Diego with Alex (Child Life Specialist)
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Mariana with Brooke (CNA)

Melody with Beth (RN)

Child Life Specialist Alex and the Child Life Practicum student Nate with Diego
and some of the amazing wish list donations we received

Crystal Topcik, Manager of Patient Care Operations testing the kids for COVID-19
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Our Events
AHK Events Look Very Different in 2020!
2020 has been a really challenging year. Not only have we needed
to change many of our PPE protocols, decrease the number of
visitors and put our volunteer program on hold, but our events
have changed dramatically with most, but not all, going virtual!
The first event we hosted online was our Naperville Gala, which
was renamed “Delay of Game” in reference to the Crosstown
Classic theme being moved to April 16, 2021. We are really
hoping we will be able to host that event live and in-person at
the Oakbrook Hyatt Lodge. The “Delay of Game” virtual gala
was lots of fun and raised an impressive $50,000 to benefit
Almost Home Kids Naperville. Co-Chairs Bethany Keown, Kathy
Wennerstrum and Yonhee Gordon, alongside their committee
members Erin LaMantia and Stacie Gannon, did an amazing job
navigating their new-found reality as they devised a plan for the
one-hour event and found auction items that would appeal to
the attendees. The tech gurus at Bluewater Technology hosted
the event on their virtual platform and a mixture of pre-recorded
and live content entertained the online guests. Wayne Messmer
sang the National Anthem and there were cameo appearances
by the Cubs Kyle Schwarber, White Sox Ozzie Guillén, and Loyola
Basketball Coach Porter Moser, a very moving parent testimonial
by Laura and Jeff Brown and a host of AHK Board members
and committee members to round out the evening. Our sincere
thanks to sponsors JMG Financial, Mullarkey Associates, UPS,
Neuco, First Midwest Bank, BKD and Hub for stepping up and
making a significant difference and to the 80 very generous
attendees who made the event extremely successful.

attended and enjoyed the tasting – we raised over $17,000 of
much-needed funds for AHK.
The Golf Marathon on September 18th was perhaps the only
event in 2020 that was live and in-person. Social distancing
and masks on the golf course makes the marathon safe for the
golfers and our online golf fundraising page meant that we were
able to raise over $32,000 – easily beating last year’s impressive
total. Thanks to sponsors Zigfield Troy Golf Course, Shanahan’s
Pub in Woodridge and to the committee and golfers lead by
Matt Szeghy, Marty Koehler and Dan Ault. Team Szeghy’s Saints
raised the most, with the individual honors going to John Liacone.
Lowest score was Marty Koehler with an impressive 332 score
for 100 holes. Huge thanks to all the golfers for making it through
100 holes and making a big difference at Almost Home Kids.
The Young Associates Board are well-versed in online
communications and brought their millennial expertise to host
an amazing virtual wine tasting in partnership with Eataly. Over
$14,000 were raised at this super cool event where attendees
enjoyed premium wines paired with artisan cheeses, meats and
bread all picked out by the experts at Eataly. Special thank you
to sponsors Plante Moran, Wintrust Bank and Eataly Chicago
and our wonderful Young Associates Board lead by Roxana
Gavriliuc (President), Mo Salem (Vice President) and Nazanin
Salehitezangi (Secretary).

In July, it was the Tasting for a Cause committee’s turn to
navigate the virtual event world and host their annual wine
tasting event online. The organizing committee (Julia Chappell,
Bregan Herrold, Michelle Baker, Karin Prangley, Jen Horsley,
Carley Dietrich, Lourdes McKillop and Sophie Worden) really
pulled out all the stops signing up participants from across the
country and partnering with Bottles Nation, who provided the
wine and the sommelier Michael Bottigiero. A huge thank you
goes to Swoon, who was the title sponsor, and everyone who

The Share the Care Ball on October 23rd was renamed “Sharing
the Care with a Twist” and was held in spectacular fashion online.
The Twist was that it was virtual, but the 50’s event definitely
took the twist to a new level with martini recipes, 50’s music
led by the amazing Ken Arlen and the Evolution Orchestra and a
spectacular appearance by the Jersey Boys “Oh What a Night”
group. The evening was complete with host Janet Davies (ABC7)
and cameos from Steve Cochran (WGN) and Sasha Farber
(Dancing with the Stars), with segments from our wonderful
organizing committee led by Terri Danko and Jen Horsley
entertaining the very generous 110 registrants and raising almost
$100,000!!! Karin Prangley and Jen Horsley provided some of
the evening’s most memorable and fun segments, and there were
heartfelt and poignant videos from Almost Home Kids. Special

The Brown family at the Delay of Game event

John Liacone was our Top Fundraiser at the Golf Marathon, raising over $15,000!
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thanks to the sponsors Brown Brothers Harriman, CA Ventures,
Polsinelli, Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago,
Bluewater Technology, Cotter Consulting, First Midwest Bank,
University Retina & Macula Associates, Ken Arlen Evolution
Orchestra, Bob & Terri Danko, Neuco Inc, Suzi & Chuck Brooks,
The Lacher Family, Greenridge Farm, Jeffrey Krol & Associates,
Wittefini, The Drake, Benzcoil and SpeedPro Printing. Co-Chairs
Terri Danko and Jen Horsley who, alongside their fabulous
committee (Suzi Bramson Brooks, Julia Chappell, Carley Diedrich,
Franzi Lacher, Debbie Grisko, Ann O’Riordan, Jigna Patel, Karin
Prangley and MaryBeth Smith) put together a terrific program,
staged an impressive online auction and rallied incredible support
for Almost Home Kids Chicago through this fantastic event.

Celebrate Heroes and Loved Ones
Let people know that you are thinking about them during these
challenging days of isolation. Birthdays, Mitzvahs, Graduations,
Anniversaries and more. Milestones become thoughtful gifts to
help children.
A gift to Almost Home Kids in honor or in memory of a loved
one is such a meaningful way to recognize people you admire.
We mail a notecard to the individual(s) being honored or to a
bereaved family member, informing them of your thoughtful gift.
For more information about tribute gifts, contact Raeann
Jackson rjackson@almosthomekids.org or 312.282.7081.

Save the Date
Giving Tuesday is December 1, 2020 – stay tuned for more
details via e-mail.
Thank you to our Giving Tuesday sponsors – your
partnership means everything to us!

Children’s Supplies Wish List:
(items must be new please)
• Unscented baby wipes
• Diapers sizes 3, 4, and 5
• Unscented baby lotion & baby wash
• Bright Starts Zippy Zoo Activity Gym Mat
• Gender neutral bassinet
• Baby Playpen Kids Activity Centre

House Supplies Wish List:
• Paper towels
• Keurig 2.0 K-Cups
(for guests, parents, and nurses)
• High chair (new)
• Pack ‘n Play (new)
• AA, AAA and C size batteries
• iPads for children
• End Tidal CO2 monitor - ETCO2
• Battery Operated Leaf Blower

almosthomekids.org
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“I give in honor of Florence - to
celebrate her 10 year anniversary
as a certified nurse assistant at
Almost Home Kids. Her smile lights
up the room. The children adore
her captivating accent and playful
personality.”
Anonymous Donor

Combined Federal Campaign
Are you a federal worker? You can show some
love for children with special healthcare needs
by giving to Almost Home Kids through the
CFC workplace giving program. Retirees can
participate too! Be sure to look for us during the
upcoming enrollment period (Sept 1 – Jan. 15),
our designation number is 79874.
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Affiliated with

7 South 721 Route 53
Naperville, IL 60540

		
At Almost Home Kids our mission is to provide a bridge from hospital to home
for children with medical complexities.

Board of Directors
Josh Prangley, Chair
Theresa Danko, Vice Chair
Praveen Adhi
Michelle Baker
Patricia R. Bellock
Julia Chappell
Brenda Davis
Deborah A. Grisko
Yonhee Gordon
Bregan Herrold
Michael Hoffman
Jen Horsley
Marty Koehler
Richard A. Mark
Matthew Mullarkey
Bill Neustadt
Kyle Olson
Christopher Schenkenberg
Michelle Stephenson
President’s Council
Jen Horsley, Chair, Chicago
Dan Ault, Vice Chair, Chicago
Marty Koehler, Chair, Naperville
Michelle Baker
Paul Bogdanski
Julia Chappell
Theresa Danko
Carley Diedrich
Pat Donlin
Angela Figg
Sheila Gallagher +
Stacie Gannon
Josette Goldberg
Karen Goodman
Yonhee Gordon
Deborah A. Grisko
Kim Grove
Bregan Herrold

Contact us at 630.271.9155 or visit
our website at almosthomekids.org
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Michael Hoffman
Carolyn M. Johnson
Ann Karch
Bethany Keown
Marty Koehler
Richard A. Mark
Angelina McNeill
Matthew Mullarkey
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Katie Ossman
Josh Prangley
Karin Prangley
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Matt Szeghy
Helen Taylor
Steve Tziforos
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Key Staff
Deborah A. Grisko, RN,
President and Executive Director
Administrative:
Ponda Barnes Director of Sponsored Programs
Anita Berry, APRN Fellowship Program Manager
Rana Khan, Sr. Director of Business Operations
Gail Linhart, Director of Operations
Judith McLean,
Director of Marketing & Communications
Denise Nora,
Director of Business Development & Strategy
Raeann Olsen-Jackson, Director of Development
Lindsay Rawlings, Sr. Affiliation Project Manager
Lisa Snow, Community Outreach Coordinator

“Like” us on Facebook
for daily Almost Home Kids updates!

Clinical:
Peter J. Smith, MD, MA,
AHK Chief Medical Director
Charles Morrow, MD,
AHK Naperville Medical Director
Lindsay Skibley, MD,
AHK Chicago Medical Director
Amy Cutshall, MSN, RN, FNP-C,
Director of Nursing
Layenie Grace, RN, CCM, BA,
Director of Case Management
Jaclyn Kripas, MSN, APRN, FNP-C
Stephanie Wiegert, DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC
Writers, Editors and Key Contributors:
Judith McLean, Lisa Snow, Raeann Olsen-Jackson,
Ashlee Kieler, Rana Khan

