
 
 

 
 

 
APRN Scholars Program  
Frequently Asked Questions:  
 
What is the goal of the scholars program?  
Post-graduate training programs for Advanced Practice Nurses are growing. The intent of the scholars 
program is to provide a year-long, post-graduate training experience that allows protected learning time, 
exposure to developmental behavioral pediatric clinics, mental health services, and complex care at various 
clinical sites in the Chicago area through remote access and scholars will find sites on the own as well.  The 
successful scholar will spend time in didactic as well as clinical work 15- 20 hours per week, 50 weeks, over 
two days.  
 
Do I need to graduate from my program before I apply for the scholars program?  
No, you do not. You will need to complete board examination and be eligible and applied for licensure prior 
to the start date of the scholars program, but you may apply before you complete the program.  
 
What is the start date of the scholars program?  
The start date is August 5th, 2021.  
 
How many scholars are in each cohort?  
We will accept 1-6 scholars in this cohort.  
 
Is there a cost for the program?  
There is a cost sharing fee of $500. The scholars are required to hold their own malpractice insurance. All 
other costs are covered by Almost Home Kids funding.  Our goal is to educate more providers to be available 
to patients and families in the community.  
 
Is this a paid program?  
No, as an APRN scholar at Almost Home Kids you will not receive any compensation for your participation 
in the program  
 
Do you interview candidates for the scholars program?  
Candidates for interviews will be selected following review of application materials. Interviews occur in 
May.  
 
Am I required to sign an employment contract if I am accepted into the scholars program?  
No, we do not require scholars to sign a commitment to work for Almost Home Kids or Lurie Children’s 
following the program.  
 
Where are the sites of care I will be working out of?  
If you are local you will possibly work out of several sites of care including Almost Home Kids Chicago and 
Naperville, Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital, Advocate Children’s Hospitals, and DuPage Easter 
Seals.   



 
 

 
 

Current Scholars 
 

 

Michelle Appelbaum, PhD, FNP, PNP, PMHS 
“Participating in this program greatly adds to my knowledge about developmental 
disabilities, mental health problems and children with complex medical concerns.  The 
content is varied and presented in interesting ways that enhance clinical practice. I look 
forward to the sessions and highly recommend this in-depth program”. 
 
 

 

Heather Momberg, DNP, PNP  
“To obtain further education in developmental-behavioral pediatrics and mental health is a 
unique opportunity and will be incredibly valuable to my practice within the Indian Health 
Service network”. 
 
 
 

 

Hillary Mueller, MSN, RN, CPNP-PC, PMHS 
“I am thankful for the privilege to be a part of the APRN Scholars program. The program 
provides timely and informative education to fill a critical knowledge gap. During the 
program, we have the ability to ask experts in the field questions and have those answered 
in real time. The program is comprehensive and interdisciplinary. This has introduced me to 
public policy, advocacy opportunities, and available resources I was not previously aware 
existed. I am excited about the future ability to apply my new knowledge to improve the lives 
of the children and families in my community.” 
 
 

 

Emily Schadt, DNP, CPNP, PMHS  
“I am so excited to be a part of this wonderful program! Nursing education is always 
evolving, and I think this program will help me better provide for my patients by ensuring I 
stay up to date on the most relevant information available. Even though I just started the 
ARPN Scholars program, I have already gained a wealth of knowledge that I can implement 
in my current practice. I am excited to learn more over the next year. Thank you for the 
opportunity to further assist in my professional growth”. 
 
 

 


